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Next META meeting will be     

May 23May 23May 23May 23, 2018, 2018, 2018, 2018    
Our meeting location is Boston Pizza 

1045 Columbia, New Westminster, BC 

Speed Reading 
May 5 SCCBC Meeting – MRP 5:30 Mission, BC 
May 5&6 CACC Race #2 – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
May 5&6 ICSCC Race #1  – PIR CSCC Portland, Or 
May 6 Mid-Ohio Grand Prix IMSA Lexington, Oh 
May 12 Indianapolis Grand Prix Indycar Indianapolis, Ind 
May 12&13 Karting #4 - Greg Moore Raceway WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
May 19&20 Knox Mountain Hillclimb KMMS Kelowna, BC 
May 19&20 ICSCC Race #2  – PR IRDC Seattle, Wa 
May 19&20 SCCA Majors Super Tour– PIR  SCCA/OR Portland, Or 
May 23 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
May 26&27 SCCA Majors Tour– PR  SCCA/NWR Seattle, Wa 
May 27 Indianapolis 500 Indycar Indianapolis, Ind 
Jun 2 Detroit Grand Prix IMSA Detroit, Mi 
Jun 2 Indy Dual in Detroit – Race #1 Indycar Detroit, Mi 
Jun 2&3 ICSCC Race #3&4  – PIR CSCC Portland, Or 
Jun 2&3 Spokane Festival of Speed–SCR SOVREN Spokane, Wa 
Jun 2&3 Lucky Dog Racing 7+8hr – PR LDR Seattle, Wa 
Jun 2&3 Karting #5&6-Greg Moore Raceway WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Jun 3 Indy Dual in Detroit – Race #2 Indycar Detroit, Mi 
Jun 9 Texas Motor Speedway Indycar Fort Worth, Tx 
Jun 9&10 Driver Training – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
June 9&10 Double Regional – PIR  SCCA/OR Portland, Or 
Jun 15-17 ICSCC Race #5&6&7  –  SCR NWMS Spokane, Wa 
Jun 23 Mission Soap Box Derby MDSBDA Mission, BC 
Jun 23 SCCBC Meeting – MRP 5:30 Mission, BC 
Jun 23&24 CACC Race #3 – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
Jun 23&24 Karting #7 - Greg Moore Raceway WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Jun 24 Road America Indycar Elkhart Lake, Wis 
Jun 27 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 

 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia  

Presents 

CACC Race # 2 
May 5 – 6, 2018 – Mission Raceway Park  



President’s Report 
 
It has been an interesting month; we did a training session with Speed Fanatics and gained a few volunteers, the 
first CACC race of the season has come and gone, and also The BC Custom Car Show at the Abbotsford Tradex 
Centre. 
 
The training session on the first weekend in April went well with 6 new volunteers attending, some of whom 
also showed up for the first race weekend.  
I also ended up doing a bit of training. Somehow I ended up being starter! Fortunately I have spent time in the 
tower with Mark Miller so I did have an idea of the procedure.  
Our participation was also appreciated by Speed Fanatics.  
The new volunteers seemed to enjoy themselves, and were given a free shirt.  
Those of us that showed up should also have received a shirt, but I’m not sure how many remembered to drop 
by the SCCBC clubhouse to pick them up. 
 
I didn’t attend the first race weekend, choosing instead to spend my time at the Tradex car show promoting our 
events, and possibly getting a couple more volunteers (hopefully they are still enthusiastic and will show up at 
the track).  
This car show was not well attended this year, we only handed out about half the material we usually hand out, 
in fact most of the participants started packing up early because of so few attending.  
 
SCCBC is purchasing new radios and headsets. Could our communicators let myself, or Jack Burnett 
(president@sccbc.net) know your preferences for headsets. 
It appeared to me at the META meeting held at the track that there were differing opinions on what was best (I 
know my preferences). 
 

Mike 

 



 
 
The 61st running of the “Leavitt Machinery” Knox Mountain Hill Climb takes place May 19-20, 2018 in the 
city of Kelowna, BC at Knox Mountain Park. The Knox Mountain Hill Climb is the longest annually running 
paved hill climb in North America and attracts the top drivers from throughout British Columbia, Alberta and 
the northwest United States. 

The Knox Mountain Hill Climb is 2.2 miles (3.5km) long and climbs 800 feet (245 m) with a total of nine turns 
from bottom to top and supports two local charities: The Kelowna SPCA and the Sunshine Dreams for Kids. 
Kids Cancer Care also raises funds through car rides up the mountain during the weekend event. 

For more information or to register your car for the event, visit knoxmountainhillclimb.ca. 

Story and Photos by Brent Martin 

  



Leavitt Machinery Knox Mountain Hillclimb 

WANTS YOU 

to Volunteer 
  
The Knox Mountain Hillclimb event is run totally by volunteers. There are many positions to be filled and we 
would like you to fill some of those positions. 
 
Volunteer positions include, but are not limited to: 
 
Turn Workers 
- There are 9 turns as well as start and finish stations 
- Turn workers maintain the course by sweeping any gravel put on the road by the competitors 
- Crowd control; ensuring that spectators remain safe and away from the course 
- Communications; keeping Race Control informed of the condition of the course 
 
Gate Control 
- Ensure spectators have entered the event through controlled areas 
- Ensure spectators are safe and aware of the rules of the hill 
 
Set Up and Clean Up Crews 
If you enjoy helping others, like race cars and want to have a lot of fun – VOLUNTEER NOW! 
If you have any specific skills, ie: First Aid, Electrican, Mechanic, etc., please let us know. 
 
BE PREPARED 
 
When you come to the hill be prepared for long, but rewarding days. 
Mandatory Items: 
- Sense of humor 
- Willingness to have a lot of fun 
- Closed toe, sturdy shoes 
- Long pants 
- Shirts that cover your shoulders 
- Nothing RED – we don’t want drivers to think you are a red flag and they need to stop 
 
Necessary Items: 
- Hat 
- Sunscreen 
- Water 
- Snacks 
- Gloves – work gloves in case you have to assist with a car/incident 
- Be prepared for all kinds of weather…..sun, wind, rain, hail are all possibilities. Wearing layers is a good bet, 
easier to take off than not have anything to put on when circumstances require it. An umbrella is handy for sun 
or rain. 
 
Volunteer Contact: 

Sheree Wall 
Volunteer Coordinator 
sheree1955@shaw.ca 
(604)612-4109 
  



 
 
 

 
  



Volunteer registration for the Rose Cup races at Portland International Raceway, featuring the Pirelli World 
Challenge, is now available on Motorsportreg: 
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/rose-cup-volunteers-portland-intl-raceway-friends-of-pir-608926 
 

 

 



Volunteer Registration for Race Events 

 
This is a call out to all our fabulous race event volunteers! 
 
As we did last year, we have created a registration event for the race weekends on MotorsportReg at 
sccbc.motorsportreg.com  
 
If you are coming out to the volunteer on a race weekend, please complete the registration process so we know 
you're coming. 
 
Thank you all and have a great racing season! 
 
SCCBC Registrar 
 

CACC Logbooks 
 
Logbooks can be dropped in a box to be available at Tech (same as for the drivers logbooks) and the Steward or 
Course Marshal will sign for the event. 
Drop them off in the morning and pick them up at the end of day 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 

Saturday June 23, 2018 
 
 
 

 

 

Originally published in the April 2001 Mayday 

 
From Speedvision Online Website 
 
John Davison: The Price(s) We Pay 
Concord, N.C., Mar. 9 — Two marshals dead in Formula One in the last five races. Four NASCAR drivers in 
the past nine months. An amateur road racer in California earlier this year. Numerous other injuries in all forms 
of racing at all levels. 
 
Did any of these victims of the dark, ugly side of motorsports have anything that might be described as a "death 
wish?" Not likely. 
 
Speaking as a volunteer Sports Car Club of America corner worker (a.k.a., flag marshal) since 1974 and writer 
at various levels of the sport for almost that long, I feel that I have as much insight – more perhaps – into the 
attitudes of people involved in racing than many of the unleashed, self-appointed judges in the media, who are 
now pontificating on the hazards of our sport. 
 
When stationed trackside as a flag marshal, whether at a club driving school, or at an international professional 
race, my fellow corner workers and I have one thing foremost in our minds: safety. 
 
Yes, we're there because it's fun. Yes, we're there because there's a huge adrenalin rush to be had legally. Yes, 
we're there because it's the second-best seat in the house. 
 
But, no, we're not going to take on any unnecessary risks. Because, yes, we know there's a chance of a car or 
crash debris coming over, under, around or through the protective barrier and getting to us. Most often, we stand 
our ground and watch it happen, then grab the appropriate tool – flag or fire extinguisher – and respond as 
needed. Of course, we prefer to simply stand there, enjoying the on-track display, contemplating day's end and 
where we'll do dinner. 
 
Always at day's end, we gather with drivers and other volunteer workers to hoist the evening's beverage of 
preference and swap racing… well, lies mostly. 
 
 
  



 
 
I've been trackside at close to 300 races. In all that time, I've been "injured" three times. (This is likely way 
more than average, but then I tend to be clumsy.) Once I sliced myself and the tomato I was prepping for a 
lunch sandwich; one windy day at Savannah I had a grain of sand blown into an eye; and most recently, while 
running to retrieve a bumper deposited near my station, I tore a hamstring. That's it. Okay, the sand's a stretch. 
But then, so is the kitchen injury and the hamstring. I've cut myself far worse at home, with bigger knives. How 
many weekend warriors blow a knee or tear a hamstring playing flag football? 
That's how "dangerous" my life has been out on the corners. 
 
It's just about that safe behind the wheel too. I've only personally attended two road racing driver injuries. One 
was a double wall-banger at the old Rockingham road circuit. I was working first-responder at the station and 
arrived to find an unconscious driver, so I signaled for the ambulance and started doing what I could to ensure 
that he was stabilized in the car. Turned out he was fine except for a broken jaw, but at the time we didn't know 
that. The other driver injury I've handled was a very minor compression fracture suffered at Road Atlanta. Both 
drivers came back for more races and one is still racing today. In fact, he's teaching novices. 
 
Does all this rose-colored imagery mean I've never seen the ugly side of racing in person? Not at all. I've been 
lucky personally, but I've watched a driver receive what eventually proved to be fatal burns at a speedway. I've 
lost a good friend in a racing crash. I've missed working some other ugly incidents only by not being at the track 
that day or being at another corner or by working as a reporter. 
 
Do I feel it can't happen to me? Not at all. I am thoroughly aware of the risks and of how fragile the human 
body is. Possibly, I'm more aware of life's fragility thanks to a job in the medical community that I held ages 
ago. 
 
As a marshal, it's my duty to make sure that everything is made as safe as possible and if I don't feel 
comfortable with the position or the situation, I need to change it. If I can't change it, I need to find some other 
way to make it safe. If it's bad enough, I need to talk to the race officials and/or consider leaving the event. But, 
if I stay on station, it's my choice and I know the risks. They're minimal but they do exist. 
 
All this said, I'm safer at a race than at home. At races there's an ambulance two minutes away or less. Nearly 
all my fellow corner workers are trained in first aid and many are EMTs. All the traffic is moving in one 
direction, and the drivers are mostly skilled and experienced. In the real world, help may be as much as a half-
hour away and then another half-hour or more to a hospital. 
 
So why do I do it? A lot of reasons: It's a great way to get a close-up view of the action at tracks around the 
world. It's a great way to get out in the fresh air, even if the weather is really nasty. People at the races are some 
of the best you'll ever meet – especially the drivers and workers. Racing, of about every kind, becomes an 
extended family for the participants. That was brought home last year when I emerged after an involuntary 
absence of a couple of years, due to job pressures. Nearly every one of my old racing friends acted like I was a 
long-lost rich uncle, instead of the nearly broke corner worker I actually am. That kind of reception really 
makes a guy feel good. 
 
With all the attached glamor of being at the races and the thrill of the competition comes serious responsibility. 
You're responsible for your own safety, first and foremost. If you get hurt today, you can't be around tomorrow 
to help anyone. Next, you're responsible for your fellow workers. After all, who else is there to help you out? 
Then the drivers. Not the cars, not the equipment, just the drivers. 
 
 
  



No matter how careful we may be, no matter the precautions we and the track management take, sometimes it 
seems that all the tolerances add up the wrong way, just as they did Sunday at Melbourne. In one horrible 
instant, the 1997 World Champion became a passenger in a flying box. The car did its job admirably, shedding 
parts and therefore energy to protect its occupant. But for the accident of placement of an access opening, which 
allowed a rear wheel to be projected through it and into the worker station, it would have been an ugly-looking 
but relatively benign incident. Instead, unpredictably and with no way to prevent it, that wheel became a lethal 
missile, striking Graham Beveridge in the chest and injuring him fatally. 
 
It was a matter of an inch or two. If the car had been slightly higher or lower, farther down the track, farther up 
the track, whatever, a husband and father would be back with his family today after a fun weekend at the races. 
Instead, the sport now faces even more vituperation from the jackals of the media and legal worlds. 
 
In exchange for standing out in the sun, wind, rain, heat, cold, damp, whatever, we get, if we're lucky, a free 
lunch, and maybe dogs on the barby plus liquid refreshment on Saturday evening. Come Sunday morning, we 
get to do it all over again, after which it's a drive home so as to be at work Monday to earn the money and 
vacation time to get to that next race. 
 
And what about the financial costs? They're bigger than we like to admit. Sure, the "ticket" is free, but we have 
to provide all our own gear: the suits, boots, rain gear, gloves, signaling whistles, some small fire extinguishers 
and maybe some rescue tools, cold weather gear, coolers for water during the day, and of course, transportation, 
food and lodging.  
 
Vacation is eaten up a day or two at a time, driving to and from races. For a major event like the SCCA Runoffs 
or a Grand Prix, we have to plan a year or more in advance. Motel rates are invariably jacked up for events of 
this sort, often with a multi-day minimum stay. A cheap Grand Prix for a marshal might come to a grand or 
more. Room sharing can cut costs, but even so, it's not cheap. 
 
And then there's the constant give and take of keeping our home life in order. 
 
Other than new faces and racecars, what has changed most over the years has been the shrinking reaction time. 
Yeah, we're getting older and a step or two slower, but the big change is a result of grip. Better tires, brakes, 
aero means cars are carrying big speed deeper and deeper into corners. When something goes awry, the cars and 
pieces thereof arrive at the corner station both quicker and at higher velocities. 
 
That's when "where to run or duck" often becomes an issue at modern tracks. Risk management experts – in the 
form of insurance companies and their legal departments – have mandated bunkers, barriers, fences, gravel traps 
and all sorts of impedimenta. That's good for the spectators, marginally good for drivers and mostly good for 
turn marshals – but it can be a velvet trap.  
 
Where avoidance once meant dodging, running and/or diving as one's self-preservation instincts dictated, those 
choices can now be limited by the proximity of a Jersey barrier or debris fence. In such a confined space, it's 
often not possible to take three quick steps perpendicular to the path of the incoming missile. 
 
Some of my fellow marshals have stopped going to certain tracks because of the configuration of the working 
areas. We're pretty good at risk management too. 
 
All this said, working (any specialty, but especially on corners) is still about the best way known to get started 
in racing, even if you never get in a racecar except to put it neutral so it can be flat-towed back to the paddock. 
 
Don't ask why we do it: if you have to ask, you'll never understand! — John Davison, News Bureau Editor, 

RACER and Champ Car 
  



Today, my wife said to me:  

 

"Honey, get off your a@# and fix that gutter downpipe! And, I want it done before the end of 

the day!" 

  

Well, at my age, most of my friends are retired and we do have the time to work on such "Honey 

do's"….So, I invited some of my buddies over to help with the project. 

  

One is a sheet metal worker. One is an iron worker, so he came with his welder. One brought 

beer and nachos. One brought a grill and burgers. 

Took us about 6 hours, and 30-40 beers, but we got it done just as we finished off the last of 

the beer and burgers.  

 

As usual, the wife is still not happy!! Can't understand, cause all us guys love it! 

 

Personally, I can’t wait for it to rain 

 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

604-287-3332       Mission, BC 

Specializing in Sports and Vintage Cars 

Surgery Hours 8:30 to 5:00  

Monday to Saturday 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
C/O Thomas Liesner, 8849 143A Street, Surrey, BC   V3V 7P7 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________Province/State __________________Postal Code ____________ 
 
Phone No ____________________E-mail Address: _______________________________________  

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO META   or   Renew on-line by PayPal or credit card at 

   http://meta.bc.ca/wordpress/forms 
 
Membership cost is $25 / year – Membership year ends Dec. 31 – Note that the META newsletter is only sent via E-Mail 

 

 


