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Next META meeting will be     

September 26September 26September 26September 26, 2018, 2018, 2018, 2018    
Our meeting location is Boston Pizza 

1045 Columbia, New Westminster, BC 

Speed Reading 
Sep 15 SCCBC Meeting – MRP 5:30 Mission, BC 
Sep 15&16 CACC Race #5 – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
Sep 15&16 ICSCC Race #12&13  – TRMP IRDC Shelton, Wa 
Sep 15&16 Lucky Dog Racing 9+6hr – ORP  LDR Grass Valley, Or 
Sep 16 Grand Prix of Sonoma Indycar Sonoma, Ca 
Sep 22&23 Fall Finale – PR SOVREN Seattle, Wa 
Sep 26 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
Sep 28-30 Pacific Forest Stage Rally WCRA Merritt, BC 
Sep 29 Cascade Enduro – PIR CSCC Portland, Or 
Oct 6&7 Maryhill Loops Hillclimb SOVREN Goldendale, Wa 
Oct 6&7 Karting #11 - Greg Moore Raceway WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Oct 13 Petite LeMans IMSA Braselton, Ga 
Oct 13 SCCBC Meeting – MRP 5:30 Mission, BC 
Oct 13&14 CACC Race #6 – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
Oct 24 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
Oct 27 SCCBC Banquet – Coast Hotel 5:00 Langley, BC 
Oct 27&28 Lucky Dog Racing 7+7hr – PIR LDR Portland, Or 

 
 
 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia  

Presents 

CACC Race # 5 
September 15 & 16, 2018 

 

 
 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia  

Presents 

CACC Race # 6 
October 13 & 14, 2018 

  



President’s Report 
 
Somehow I forgot to report on the Charity race at Mission on the July 14 & 15 weekend, as you probably know 
we were short some key people.  The BCHMR was a fun successful weekend. Our updated Bylaws have been 
voted on and passed and filed.  Our race season is more than two thirds over. 
 
The SCCBC charity weekend was not only short on volunteers, but short on cars as well, hopefully SCCBC can 
get a better weekend next year. That said they did raise a reasonable amount of money for the Mission Hospice 
Society, as the charity rides were well supported by those that did attend... at least on Saturday.  
 
Because we were short handed I ended up in Pregrid and had some help from Leslie Skinner when her time 
allowed. The first thing I discovered was that my whistle was cracked and leaked air making it useless (for 
those not familiar with me I either loose whistles or make them inoperable so I often seem to be without one ). 
While in Pregrid I had to rely on my loud voice to catch driver’s attention for the Five and One minute 
warnings.  
 
I spent my lunch break helping out with the charity rides so didn’t get much time to eat lunch (Oh did I not 
mention that I stupidly volunteered to spearhead the charity weekend for SCCBC late in May). I should have 
headed to the SCCBC air conditioned clubhouse right after lunch, but chose to persevere in spite of the fact that 
I knew the heat was getting to me (and in spite of the volume of water I was drinking – I’ve become very 
susceptible to heat related issues in the past couple of years, not to mention that my stamina isn’t what it once 
was).  
 
I went straight to the SCCBC clubhouse at the end of the day and stayed there until after the SCCBC monthly 
meeting (which I slept part way through). I fell asleep as soon as I got home and ended up sleeping through my 
alarm not waking up until 9:00am Sunday morning, feeling like crap – a good reminder as to why I only do a 
half day on a corner on race weekends. I hope to continue on to spearhead the 2019 SCCBC charity weekend 
and plan on getting promotion and organization going on it earlier in the year – getting a non-conflicting date is 
also important. 
 
The 2018 BCHMR, held on August 18 &19, was a great success and seemed to be enjoyed by most drivers and 
volunteers.  We had the most entries we’ve had since the Westwood 50 in 2009.  To the best of my knowledge 
we had the most cars ever on track for a race at Mission during the last race on Sunday, with officials having to 
turn entries away because the maximum number of cars allowed, 38, was reached. We also honoured Al Ores 
for 50 years of racing, mostly FV, but he did race other cars as well.  
 
I understand we had about 93 cars actually touch rubber to the track from an entry of 97 (it peaked at 101).  
In case you are wondering how the entry drops, during the last week before the event there were several entries 
that cancelled for various reasons, usually because they realize their car isn’t going to get back together before 
the event. In one case that I know of it took until midnight the Friday night before the event for a former META 
member to admit to himself that his red Datsun 510 with a black hood wasn’t going to be completed for the 
event. Of course there is next year, when I hope to get the Camaro back together with the help of my project 
partner Ryan (ya, I said that last year too). 
 
Special thanks to our Bylaws committee; Angus Glass, Ann Peters, Dallis Smith, Mark Miller, and Roger 
Salomon for their hard work over the last couple of years updating our bylaws. The vote to accept our new 
Bylaws was conducted at our August 22, 2018 meeting and has now been filed with Victoria. As far as I can tell 
the last time META managed a monumental task like this was 1981 when the statement “After what seems like 
decades, our constitution has finally been accepted by Victoria” was published on page 7 of the May 
1981Mayday.  



The next race at Mission is September 15 & 16, and conflicts with the next Conference race, “Thunder on the 
Ridge”.  For those that travel to Conference events there is also the "2018 Festival of Endurance" at PIR on 
September 29.  
 
My hope is that we will not be as short of people at the September 15 & 16 race at Mission, but do recognise 
that experience at other tracks also makes Mission volunteers better.    
 

Mike Bailey  
 
 

Some META History: 

 
10 years ago:  Al Ores was recognized for 40 years of racing at another great BCHMR, and we were looking 

forward to the first CCGP. We also had several current and former META members either 
competing or crewing, read all about it in the September 2008 Mayday.  

 
25 years ago: Rick Neyedli was talking about a race in Port Orford Oregon. Dani Kasburg wrote a short blurb 

on the 1993 Vancouver Indy. Read about it in the September 1993 Mayday. Also in this issue was 
a comment that is as true today as it was then: “For any race to work effectively without any 

incident to workers on the track, you need communication between each turn and their crews, 

everyone must leave their egos at home.” 
 
40 years ago: A bus load of workers went down to Yakima Washington to work an off road race and the 

Vintage race was cancelled due to hot weather and the fire hazard at Westwood. There was no 
September 1978 mayday so these stories were covered in the October 1978 Mayday. 

 
 
 

 
Hello Everyone 
  
IRDC’s last event of the year is coming soon. September 15 & 16 is the last ICSCC points race event of the 
year, Thunder on the Ridge, at The Ridge Motorsport Park.  
  
We have points racing both Saturday and Sunday, so morning meetings are 700 AM on Saturday and 800 AM 
on Sunday. Lunches are provided and there will be a BBQ on Saturday evening. Please be prepared for the 
possible weather, forecast right now is pretty good for the weekend. 
  
There is gas money available for those that travel more than 50 miles to volunteer, in addition IRDC is giving 
out $75 Amazon gift cards to each volunteer per day volunteered. 
  
Last chance to flag some great racing, hope to see you there. 
  

Thomas Liesner 
IRDC Flag Chief 
 

 
  



Submitted by Manny & Linda Zumm: https://driving.ca/auto-news/news/collector-classics-b-c-historic-motor-races 

 

Collector Classics: B.C. Historic Motor Races 
Weekend event will honour 85-year-old competitor for half-a-century of racing  
by Alyn Edwards  | August 17, 2018  

 
Formula Vee competitor Al Ores with the Sports Car Club of B.C. Sportsmanship Award  

that is named after him. 
 

Vintage sports cars will be tearing up the circuit track at Mission Raceway this weekend beginning today with 
tuning and time trials. 
It will be particularly eventful for Al Ores. There will be a special race in his honour tomorrow as the 85-year-
old driver celebrates 50 years of racing. He’s still a strong competitor in the open wheel Formula Vee car he has 
owned and maintained for decades. 
He was a service manager for Bert’s Automotive in Vancouver when he took driver training in a Mustang in 
1968 at the Westwood Race Track in Coquitlam. He was hooked. 
He built a Formula Vee racecar to compete in a class where the minimum weight of the cars powered by a 
1,200-cc Volkswagen engine was 1,025 pounds. So the power to weight ratio was high. Ores finished in the 
middle of the pack in his first novice race with 40 cars competing in the rain. He became a senior driver after 
two more novice races and won first race on his birthday in May of 1969. 
The Burnaby, B.C.-based driver competed all over the Pacific Northwest including Seattle, Portland, Spokane 
and Victoria, winning numerous championships in the process. He was the pace car driver for the Molson Indy 
support races in Vancouver for nine years and won the Sports Car Club of B.C. Sportsman’s Shield so many 
times they named it after him. 
Along with the special Al Ores Race, the octogenarian driver will be honoured at the racers’ dinner tomorrow 
night. 
“It’s great. He’s helped so many people and been a mentor to so many people,” says daughter Jennifer Arthur. 
“He was honoured on his fortieth racing anniversary. That was ten years ago. Who knew he would still be 
racing 10 years later?” 
Formula Vee racing became an Ores family affair when Al built a Formula Vee racer for his then 16-year-old 
son. The father and son raced together for years. As well, son-in-law Scott Arthur bought a Formula Vee car to 
go racing followed by his now 20-year-old son Robbie who is in his third year at the track and will be racing 
against his grandfather this weekend. 
  



 
Al Ores leads his son on the Westwood track back in the day. 
 

 
You can tell Al Ores is enjoying himself in this photo from the Westwood track. 

 

 
Al leads into Westwood's turn 4. 

 
Special recognition is also going to now retired Air Canada pilot John Randall, who raced his Brabham against 
the feature car at this weekend’s vintage racing, a Porsche 906 that competed in a famous Westwood race in 
1968, the year Al Ores started racing there. 
  



The 906 was a Porsche factory racecar of which only 50 were built, all of them strictly for competition. The 
low-slung fiberglass-bodied 906 won many major races on the west coast when campaigned by Porsche Car 
Pacific of California in its first two years. In 1968, it was owned and driven by Lew Florence, a Porsche dealer 
from Yakima, Washington. Fellow car dealer Monte Shelton from Portland also had a Porsche 906 and they 
went wheel to wheel at the front of the pack in the rain at Westwood. 
 

 
 

This 1966 Porsche 906 race car competed at the Westwood Race Track 50 years ago and will be on track during 
this weekend’s BC Historic Motor Races at Mission Raceway.  
The 1,500-pound cars, also known as the Carrera 6, had lightweight mid-ship-mounted six cylinder racing 
engines producing 220 horsepower and could fly around the track. Their top speed recorded at LeMans was 170 
miles per hour. 
Shelton in his blue Porsche 906 pulled off an amazing victory with Florence in his yellow 906 coming in a close 
second. 
“The Porsche 906 was the car to see racing,” says Vince Howlett, who has been announcing sports car races 
since 1970. “This car coming back to the track is a big deal for us and everyone is looking forward to see it do 
its laps fifty years after it first raced here.” 
Lew Florence passed away in 2001, and his Porsche 906 was campaigned by a series of owners. It was severely 
damaged in several races, including a crash at Laguna Seca that ruined the car’s racing career. 
When California vintage racing enthusiast Dann Boeschen found the car, it had been badly damaged, 
significantly altered from its original form and stored in a Los Angeles shop for 20 years. “I basically bought it 
in a sack,” Boeschen recalls. 
Boeschen committed the historic Porsche racer to a full restoration to the way it was delivered in 1966. 
He has trailered the vintage racecar to Mission Raceways from his home in St. Helena, California. Veteran 
driver Ian Wood will put the car through its paces on the track several times during the BC Historic Motor Race 
Weekend. 
 
For more information visit bchmr.ca 
 
Alyn Edwards is a classic car enthusiast and partner in Peak Communicators, a Vancouver-based public relations company. 

aedwards@peakco.com 
  



Hi Folks 
 
Here is a memo about this summer’s bucket list activities.  
 
In May we went to Europe to do a river cruise from Amsterdam to Basel, Switzerland and to celebrate my 
aunt’s 99th birthday. Ann organized the whole trip (Ann could be a travel agent as everything was flawless.) 
 
We boarded the ship in Amsterdam and sailed down the Rhine. With the ship holding 130 passengers, it was 
like a family trip. Service, food and accommodation were first class. We admired all the castles up on the hills 
as we sailed by.  
Our first stop in Cologne, we arrived downtown on foot and stopped by the cathedral with our guide – our guide 
had a little flag, we must have looked like Mother Duck and all the ducklings. Beautiful city. Back to the ship 
for supper and relaxing on the deck until sundown.  
Breakfast was at 8am – a big smorgasbord buffet - then at 9am on the deck to see the scenery all day. It was 
beautiful and the weather excellent. We did this for 6 days with more stops on the way. After doing an Alaska 
cruise last year with 2,000 people on board, no more big cruises for me – only river cruises. Wonderfully 
relaxing.  
After cruising for the week, we arrive in Basel, leaving for Zurich to rent a car or so I thought. Wrong! Ann said 
there was a slight change. There was a gentleman with a sign with my name on it at the pier. He had orders to 
drive us to the airport so off we went to Basel Airport. I had no idea what the plans were. We flew to Nice, get 
off the plane and there was my brother with his wife to pick us up. I asked my brother where are we going and 
was told we were just driving down the French Riviera sightseeing. We drove for about 45 minutes – beautiful 
scenery and weather again. What else can you wish for?  
Driving down the coast we got closer to Monaco. I heard some noise that sounded like race cars and I asked if 
Formula 1 was in town and he said no, Formula 1 is in a couple of weeks. I looked up and saw a sign saying 
“Welcome to the Monaco Historic Grand Prix”.  
Ann and my brother had organized everything and I had no idea. We got settled into a nice AirBnB about 10 
minutes walk from the track. At 6pm the track activities finished and the track opened to the public so we went 
and walked around the whole track ending in the paddock area – a dream come true. On Sunday at 9am we went 
to our grandstand seats across from the famous casino and watched 7 races of Formula 1 cars, 30 cars plus per 
grid. Unbelievable racing and even light rain in the morning did not stop them from real racing. It was an 
incredible experience.  
 
In the days afterwards, we spent some time with my family, including a big celebration for my aunt’s 99th 
birthday, before renting a car and traveling to the Italian side of Switzerland for a week. On the last Sunday, 
Ann woke me up and said there was one more surprise. We drove to a little town on Lake Como, parked the car 
and walked about 10 minutes to the Villa d’Este, world famous for its Concours d’Elegance where every second 
year they auction off vintage and race cars each worth well over $1 million. This year was not an auction year, 
but BMW had organized “Hollywood by the Lake”. They had a display of camera cars and cars used in movies, 
everything from the camera man being strapped to the car to more up to date cars specially modified for filming 
– incredible! 
 
So there was one month of holidays – River Cruise off the bucket list and Monaco Historics off the bucket list. 
But you know everything happens in threes.  
 
Portland Indy race September Long weekend. We decided to travel down on the Wednesday as Indycar Safety 
had announced a meeting for all turn captains on the Wednesday evening. It was very interesting. They covered 
the Indycar operations and accident procedures. They had a tub of an Indycar with a dummy driver and showed 
how they check the driver and get them out of the car as well as the codes they use for the status of the driver 
and what to watch for in case of fire.  
  



On Thursday we walked through the pits to double check on the cars and then we all met for dinner in 
Vancouver Washington. On Friday the racing started. While we were having breakfast at Gail’s house, she 
came to me and said she had an early Christmas present for me and handed me a certificate for a ride in the two 
seater Indycar (bucket list item #3!).  
After practice, Gail, Bonnie and I were picked up from the turn stations and taken for the ride of our dreams. 
We all were fitted with driving suits, gloves, helmet then strapped in and off we went down the front straight. I 
saw the chicane, then full brake, turn and full speed ahead. The G Force is incredible. Through turn 7, quick 
braking there and then full speed down the back straight and into the pits.  
What an experience! I tell you I now have even greater respect for the drivers doing that for almost two hours 
straight.  
 
After a break of 11 years, everything was well organized and it was fun being back in Portland, just like in the 
old days. Well done Portland! 
 

Roger 
 
PS: If you haven’t done a bucket list, do it now. Dreams do come true! 

 
 

 

 

 

CASCADE SPORTS CAR CLUB 
Presents  

2018 FESTIVAL OF ENDURANCE 
Including 

43rd ANNUAL 8 HOURS OF THE CASCADES 
  

4 HOUR ENDURO 
 

NORTHWEST MINI ENDURO SERIES FINALE – 2 HOURS 
on 

Saturday, September 29, 2018 
This race is sanctioned by ICSCC, under the 2018 regulations as a non-championship race, organized by the Cascade 

Sports Car Club and held at Portland International Raceway. This is a non-chicane event. 
 

    
 

 
 
  



From: https://www.autosport.com/indycar/news/138509/austin-added-to-indycar-calendar-for-2019 

 

Austin added to IndyCar schedule as 2019 calendar revealed 
By Tom Errington  
Published on Tuesday September 4th 2018 

 
The Austin Formula 1 venue has been added to a 17-race IndyCar calendar for 2019. 
 
The long-rumoured move gathered pace once IndyCar signed a new deal with Texas Motor Speedway that 
ended the track's 'radius' clause, which had previously prevented a nearby race taking place. 
 
Last week, Austin's local government released documents confirming that Circuit of the Americas owners were 
seeking funds for an IndyCar race to be held from 2019-23. 
 
Austin will be the second-longest circuit on the calendar after Road America and will host the second race of 
the season, which will take place on March 24. 
 
"COTA is one of the finest motorsports facilities in the world and Austin is a happening city. This a natural fit 
for the IndyCar Series," said Mark Miles, president and CEO of Hulman & Co, IndyCar's parent company. 
"Indycar racing has a large and passionate fan base in Texas with a hunger to attend more races. 
 
"This added date will allow us to deliver both oval and road course events to the state in a single season." 
Founder and chairman of Circuit of the Americas Bobby Epstein added: "From year one, the fans have been 
asking to see IndyCar at COTA.  
 
"It's going to be spectacular. Our entire team at COTA is excited to welcome the teams, drivers and visitors to 
our great city, and we know Austin will give them a warm welcome." 
 
Austin is one of two new venues added to the calendar for 2019, with Laguna Seca joining as the series finale in 
place of Sonoma after a 15-year absence. 
 
New 2018 addition Portland has been retained after a well-attended race last weekend and the IndyCar calendar 
has made only two minor changes to its existing races. 
 
The third race of the season at Barber Motorsports Park has been brought forward two weeks to April 7, while 
Iowa will switch to a Saturday night race by popular demand on July 20. 
 
"IndyCar has worked to deliver a consistency and cadence to the schedule and that is reflected again in 2019," 
said Miles. 
 
"We've added races at a pair of tracks that know how to put on fantastic events while returning to tracks where 
IndyCar has longstanding relationships on familiar race dates. 
 
"The diversity of next year's schedule will continue to make what we believe is the most challenging and 
competitive championship in motorsports." 
 
The Indianapolis 500 will take place on May 26 ahead of the traditional Detroit double-header the following 
weekend, while the Texas round will run a week after that. 
 
Two further triple-headers are also planned, with Toronto, Iowa and Mid-Ohio running back-to-back, as well as 
Pocono, Gateway and Portland later in the season. 
  



The IndyCar calendar's confirmation outlines seven road course races, five on street courses and a total of five 
ovals. 
 
IndyCar's Phoenix round was dropped from the schedule for 2019 after poor attendances this year. 
 

2019 IndyCar calendar 
 

March 10  St Petersburg 
March 24  Austin 
April 7  Barber Motorsports Park 
April 14  Long Beach 
May 11  Indianapolis road course 
May 26  Indianapolis 500 
June 1-2  Detroit 
June 8  Texas 
June 23  Road America 
July 14  Toronto 
July 20  Iowa 
July 28  Mid-Ohio 
August 18  Pocono 
August 24  Gateway 
September 1  Portland 
September 22  Laguna Seca 
 
 

 

Volunteer Registration for Race Events 

 
This is a call out to all our fabulous race event volunteers! 
 
As we did last year, we have created a registration event for the race weekends on MotorsportReg at 
sccbc.motorsportreg.com  
 
If you are coming out to the volunteer on a race weekend, please complete the registration process so we know 
you're coming. 
 
Thank you all and have a great racing season! 
 
SCCBC Registrar 
 

CACC Logbooks 
 
Logbooks can be dropped in a box to be available at Tech (same as for the drivers logbooks) and the Steward or 
Course Marshal will sign for the event. 
Drop them off in the morning and pick them up at the end of day 
 

  



From: http://www.thedrive.com/accelerator/22168/behind-the-shadowy-billion-dollar-payouts-of-f1-nascar-and-indycar 

 

Behind the Shadowy Billion-Dollar Payouts of F1, NASCAR, and IndyCar 
We take an in-depth look at who makes the money—and how much—in the world's top-tier racing series. 
By Jerry PerezJuly 30, 2018 

 
The following is an excerpt from the full article: 
 
If you want to make a small fortune in auto racing, start with a huge fortune. That old saying is more relevant 
than ever. The finances behind high-stakes, competitive motorsports are ruthless—even more so than in any 
other mainstream sport. 
 
The variables behind how teams, drivers, and sanctioning bodies like IndyCar, NASCAR, and F1 make their 
money aren't only wildly complex, but they can also change frequently, depending on evolving business needs, 
market conditions, and any number of other factors. Plus, the principals are deeply secretive, with most 
members of the racing fraternity unwilling to discuss contracts, salaries, or sponsorship deals. 
 
Racing is a performance business. Only the best, the fastest, and the smartest can survive for long. The 
historical, decades-long losses sustained by, say, the Cleveland Browns, would never fly in motorsports. 
Whether open-wheel or stock cars, the basic rules of capitalism are applied with neither mercy nor sentiment: a 
team with top-10 overhead can't finish outside the top 10 and expect prime sponsors and drivers to stick around. 
The flashy decals will stop arriving and the talent will jump ship. And once that happens, it's game over. 
 
In order to pay the bills, racing teams and their respective drivers need multiple sources of revenue, and these 
will vary depending on popularity, rank, and driver marketability. These streams of revenue begin with 
sponsors, and include drivers (more on this later), purse monies, services rendered, such engine building and 
supporting customer teams (this applies mainly to Formula 1), and lastly, merchandise revenue.  
 
For example, organizations like Team Penske and Chip Ganassi Racing are much more marketable than 
Hendrick Motorsports, which, despite being perennial a NASCAR frontrunner, doesn't have the same 
marketability as Roger and Chip, who both have teams in multiple series. Another team that's highly successful 
in this area is Andretti Autosport, whose sponsors can be found on its IndyCar, Rallycross, Indy Lights, and 
Formula E racers. 
 
The business of racing is unique in another major way: most of the big-money deals are based on tight-knit 
connections, and performed behind the scenes. After the Great Recession of 2008, sponsorship dollars became 
extra hard to grab, and made the recipients of this sparse cash all the more secretive. 
 
After talking to a dozen sources on this subject matter—many of whom preferred to remain anonymous—only 
one thing was evident: nothing is what it seems, and everything (and everyone) in motorsports has a price. 
 

How do IndyCar drivers make their money? 
 
"What money?" would be what approximately 30 percent of the grid would say when asked that question. 
Reporting reveals that top drivers on top teams can make a decent living (although they're still severely 
underpaid compared to other athletes), that some drivers earn an "ok" six-figure salary thanks to sponsors, and 
that about 30 percent of the field doesn't make a dime—they're simply hoping for a breakthrough. Most 
shockingly, there are still others who have gone into debt in order to buy a seat, hoping that any prize money or 
sponsorship money they earn during the year will repay the loan. 
 
This is a glimpse into the top open-wheel racing series in the United States.  
  



Sponsorship and team salaries aside (if any), this is what drivers could receive from IndyCar each race should 
they finish in the top 12. 
$30,000 first place 
$20,000 second 
$15,000 third 
$11,000 fourth  
$10,000 fifth 
$9,000 sixth 
$8,000 seventh 
$6,000 eighth 
$5,000 ninth 
$4,000 10th 
$3,000 11th 
$2,000 12th 
Think that's not so bad? Think again. Not only are these anemic numbers considerably smaller than what 
Champ Car and CART drivers used to make in the 1990s, but what most people don't know is that drivers' 
contracts state that anywhere from 50 to 70 percent of the prize money goes to the team—without exception. 
These clauses typically feature sliding percentages, in which a driver who finishes 15th and below might keep 
30 percent of the prize money, 10th to 15th place keeps 35 percent, the top nine 40 percent, top five 45 percent, 
and a winning driver gets to keep half of the prize money. 
 
So let's build a hypothetical season for a hypothetical driver with that specific prize money breakdown. If said 
driver were to win half of the races in the 2018 season (not counting the Indy 500)—and that would be quite the 
feat—he would only net $120,000 in prize money at the end of the year. Because drivers are considered self-
employed and these monies would be earned in several states and under different tax laws, it's safe to assume 
that our driver would have a tax burden of around 35 percent, which means that if no other income is earned 
that year, our hypothetical all-star driver would've risked his life at 230 miles per hour for an entire year in 
exchange for roughly $85,800, after taxes. However, our made-up driver would earn even less if he opted for 
the minimum life and health insurance plans offered to high-risk athletes. 
 
"Drivers all have to be self-insured," an active IndyCar driver told me. "Nothing is offered from the series. 
Justin Wilson didn’t have life insurance when he was killed." 
 
This is why drivers with decent reputations must spend their entire racing season selling car, suit, and helmet 
advertising space. If they don't win half the season's races, and they don't race for a team who pays them a 
decent salary, and they don't have hefty sponsors—they couldn't afford to rent a decent apartment in suburban 
Indiana. 
 
"At the Las Vegas race when [Dan] Wheldon got killed, that was my last IndyCar race, that year I was probably 
earning the same or less than one of the team mechanics, but I was paying the additional costs of being a 
driver," said Alex Lloyd, four-time Indy 500 contestant with Chip Ganassi, Rahal Letterman, Sam Schmidt and 
Dale Coyne. "And I did buy some insurance that year, so I could at least cover myself against hospital bills or 
anything like that. 
 
"But when you're in that situation, it's tough. I remember my wife trying to find us a bloody cheap sandwich to 
eat for lunch at the race, but we couldn't find a $5 Subway footlong anywhere and we couldn't pay $20 for a 
meal at the track or anywhere nearby," he added. "I kept on saying 'Screw it, we'll keep looking.' That year I 
was racing IndyCar, and I had finished fourth at the Indy 500 the year before, yet here I am trying to make ends 
meet with a family and things like that, earning nowhere near enough to survive." 
 
Full article can be found here: 

http://www.thedrive.com/accelerator/22168/behind-the-shadowy-billion-dollar-payouts-of-f1-nascar-and-indycar 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

604-287-3332       Mission, BC 

Specializing in Sports and Vintage Cars 

Surgery Hours 8:30 to 5:00  

Monday to Saturday 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
C/O Thomas Liesner, 8849 143A Street, Surrey, BC   V3V 7P7 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________Province/State __________________Postal Code ____________ 
 
Phone No ____________________E-mail Address: _______________________________________  

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO META   or   Renew on-line by PayPal or credit card at 

   http://meta.bc.ca/wordpress/forms 
 
Membership cost is $25 / year – Membership year ends Dec. 31 – Note that the META newsletter is only sent via E-Mail 

 
 


