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Next META meeting will be     

AUGUST 24AUGUST 24AUGUST 24AUGUST 24, 2011, 2011, 2011, 2011    
Our meeting location is Boston Pizza 

1045 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC 
 

SPEED READING 
Aug 5&6&7 Westwood Kart Race #6 & IKF 

Gold Cup Race – SIMA 
WKA/IKF Sumas, Wa 

Aug 6&7 CACC Race #4  & Children’s 
Charity Grand Prix– MRP 

SCCBC Mission, BC 

Aug 6&7 Double Regional – PIR SCCA/OR Portland, Or 
Aug 6 Mid-Ohio Grand Prix ALMS Lexington, Ohio 
Aug 7 Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio IRL Lexington, Ohio 
Aug 10 SCCBC Meeting – Best Western, North Road Coquitlam, BC 
Aug 13&14 ICSCC Race #11 – PIR CSCC Portland, Or 
Aug 13&14 West Coast Kart Race #8 – GMR WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Aug 20&21 Regional – ORP SCCA/OR Grass Valley, Or 
Aug 20 Road America Grand Prix ALMS Elkhart Lake, Wis 
Aug 24 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
Aug 28 Grand Prix of Sonoma IRL Sonoma, Ca 
Sep 3&4&5 ICSCC Race#12&13 with 

WSC#4 – MRP  
SCCBC Mission, BC 

Sep 3&4&5 Columbia River Classic – PIR SOVREN Portland, Or 
Sep 3&4 West Coast Kart Race #9 – GMR WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Sep 3 Baltimore Grand Prix ALMS Baltimore, Md 
Sep 4 Baltimore Grand Prix IRL Baltimore, Md 
Sep 10&11 Double Regional – PIR  SCCA/OR Portland, Or 
Sep 14 SCCBC Meeting – Best Western, North Road Coquitlam, BC 
Sep 17&18 ICSCC Race #14  – ORP TC Grass Valley, Or 
Sep 17&18 Fall Finale – PR SOVREN Seattle, Wa 
Sep 17 Monterey Sports Car 

Championships – Laguna Seca 
ALMS Monterey, Ca 

Sep 23/24/25 Westwood Kart Race #7 & IKF 
Gold Cup Race – MRP 

WKA/IKF Mission, BC 

Sep 24&25 ICSCC Race #15  – PR IRDC Seattle, Wa 
Sep 28 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 

2011 Children's Charities Grand Prix 
River’s Edge Roadcourse 
Mission Raceway Park 
August 6/7, 2011



Presidents Report 
 
The BC Custom Car Club, the landlords for our beloved Mission Road Course, have finally finished their work 
in the turn 8 area. There was a massive work party on the July 23 & 24 weekend to build the new flag station 
for turn 8 (now that we know where we can put it and how it will be placed). Be aware the the final location 
will be a compromise between the safest location and a location that is in easy view of drivers. Remember if the 
drivers need to turn their head from where they are normally going to be looking odds are they are going to miss 
seeing flags, this is especially true with the turn 8 station where they have there hands full coming through 7a, 
7b, and setting up for turn 8 - add situations like passing, being passed or battling for position and you can bet 
even the best drivers do not have time to look for flags.  
All that said, the turn 8 station was built with a bench at the back (similar to the turn 3 station) with easy exit 
out of the two sides in case some wayward car decides to fly at the station. A whole host of other work was 
done at the track in preparation for the CCGP, including improvements thanks to Steve Hocaluk, our track 
manager, and his company, Sherine Industries Ltd.  
There were many individuals that devoted both their Saturday and Sunday to make the improvements to our 
track.  
 
This brings up a comment made at the last SCCBC meeting (which I forgot to pass on at the last META 
meeting). There was a comment made about some bad flagging at the July 9 & 10 Conference race. It appears 
that on one of the turns (I don’t want to say which one so I embarrass anyone) was displaying a double yellow 
hung over the edge of the flag station that was parallel to the track, the driver that brought the issue up caught it 
out of the corner of his eye as he passed the turn station.  
I know that some of the stations have places where flag handles can be placed so you do not have to hold a 
stationary flag for long periods of time (last time I worked this station it had such a device - the new station has 
holes drilled in the posts for this purpose) unfortunately these do not work well for double yellows.  
Remember if the flag is not clearly visible as the driver approaches (they should always be held facing the cars) 
drivers are not likely to see it.  
I too have been guilty of bad flagging on occasion (although some may say more than on occasion, but I can 
live with that), and I know it can happen even to the best (I’ve even hear our best flaggers admit to screwing 
up), however keep things like this in mind when displaying flags.  
I do recommend that all workers think about taking drivers training, as it does much to enlighten you, as 
Chantelle can attest.  
As a driver approaches a corner they start looking for their braking point (we used to have fun with this when 
we worked right beside the track - move forward or back a few feet near the end of a session and find out how 
many drivers were using you as a brake marker).  
Next they look for their turn in point, then to the apex. Essentially if the have not seen a flag before they get 
close to whatever they are using as their brake marker (it could be a crack in the pavement or a flaw in one of 
the blocks) they are not like to see it, although on some of the corners at the end of a long straight they do have 
opportunity to check while under braking if they aren’t staying out of the way of a passing car or in the process 
of passing a car under braking.  
Other tight sections of the track (7,8,and 9 for instance) most drivers have their hands full ‘hanging on for dear 
life’ and will not notice much if it isn’t right in their line of sight.  
Also the view from the cockpit of a formula car is different from that of a sedan, head movement in a formula 
car is very limited, and because they are lower it does not take much to block their field of view (this is why the 
apex of turn 9 did not work as a flag station).



As some of you know I had a busy July. I had procrastinated doing some work on Chantelle’s BMW that I knew 
would need to be done before she took driver’s training on the July 16 & 17 weekend. To some degree it was 
because I was involved with preparations for the BCHMR.  It didn’t help that I spent time helping a few of my 
racing friends with their cars, after all how much time would it really take to change the main oil seal, and 
replace a ball joint and rebuild the front struts?  
We started taking the car apart on the July long weekend, and no surprise we found some other issues - I could 
have ignored them for a while, but I had it apart anyway. For instance I already had the clutch kit for my car 
(which I just started pulling apart this weekend) so it only made sense to change her clutch, pressure plate, and 
so on and get the flywheel machined while I had them off to replace the main seal. And of course I figured I 
should replace all the seals on the transmission too (it had 400,000 kilometers on it after all). And since I had 
things out I figured I should paint them before I put them back in so they would look nice - and on it went.  
We were putting in new pads (suitable for racing) so I decided new rotors and calipers were in order too, and 
because the brake hoses showed signs of deterioration (25 years and high mileage take its toll) I ordered braided 
steel lines to replace every brake hose on the car.  
Of course nothing goes according to plan, the braided brake line ended up on back order (showed up 4 days 
after Drivers Training) so I had to order stock ones at the last minute (I did not feel comfortable sending her out 
with the old ones) and some wrong parts arrived. For instance the bolt spacing on one of the new Upper Strut 
Tower Bearings were wrong so it had to be re-ordered so the strut was taken back to Bernie to be worked on (I 
don’t have a spring compressor). Well it turned out the supplier had a whole batch of Upper Strut Tower 
Bearings that were wrong (turns out I got the last good one for the left strut), so Bernie had to modify the one 
we had to fit the strut tower.  
I also decided that since Bernie had to replace one of the press fit ball joints in one of the lower control arms I 
should replace all 4 ball joints (2 on each control arm) - I also replaced the rotting rubber bushings on the 
control arms with solid ones since they were out anyway. I had new tie rod ends for my car as well, so thought I 
should put them on Chantlle’s car since everything was apart.  
Anyway it was 8:30 PM on the Thursday before drivers training that Chantelle finally showed up from Bernie’s 
shop with the (slightly lightened & modified) flywheel and right strut... those that have raced already know 
where this is headed. Bear in mind that I am not on holidays, in-fact I’ve been switched to the early morning 
shift with a 5 AM start time (after doing a week on afternoons and a few days on graveyard just to thoroughly 
screw me up), so I worked until dark and went to bed.  
Of course the right strut didn’t quite fit the tower, so I had to modify the mounting holes a bit to get them to fit. 
Friday after work I need to pick up the new wheels with the Spec Miata takeoffs mounted on them (I skipped all 
the hassle I had trying to get the correct sized hub rings for the one set wheels we had - they showed up a week 
later and the other set that I finally decided to scrap because I deemed them unsafe) - of course they were 
concerned about the lack of tread, until they found out that was the way they were supposed to be. Chantelle’s 
street tires are mounted on the wheels that we could not get the correct hub rings for (might have been OK to 
drive around town on without hub rings, but I did not want to chance them for driving out to Mission from 
Richmond) so we put my street tires and wheels on (these are crap tires that are meant to keep my in check on 
the street - and yes I still have a tendency to drive too fast by most peoples standards, especially through 
corners).  
At 10 PM after she and my nephew think they have successfully finished bleeding the brakes (they didn’t like 
using my vacuum bleeder so did it conventionally - there would be consequences for this later)  I send Chantelle 
to bed, it is important that she be rested for Drivers training  
Well at 4 AM Saturday morning the tranny is in, the suspension is back together the exhaust is back on (with a 
couple of makeshift hangers to replace the ones that had rotted away - not even that well done because at that 
point I couldn’t even go buy what I needed), wheels are on and I think I have the alignment roughly dialed in 
(we have now been up 24 hours after inadequate sleep the night before so are not thinking intelligently - reality 
is I’m a mile out). 



I am now ready to take the car for a quick spin around the block, there is a bit of a rubbing sound that I pass off 
as the bent brake backing plates - we will deal with this at the track - I had totally forgotten that Chantelle had 
told me she only did the front caliper mounting bolts up hand tight - funny thing is I double checked everything 
else in the front end to make sure all the nuts and bolts were tight.  
The brakes were also a bit spongy, but livable - again, could be dealt with at the track in daylight when I did the 
final wheel alignment. I decided to load all the tools and everything I thought we might need at the track into 
the Pontiac (it may be old and ugly but it makes a great support vehicle) where the ‘race tires’ are still in the 
back seat. 4:30 AM I crash on the couch and await Chantlle’s 5:30 AM wake up call. Apparently at 55 I can’t 
pretend I’m 25. On top of everything else I had skipped lunch and dinner and opted for a midnight meal so I 
could get as much work done on the car in daylight as I could (in case you haven’t figured it out we are working 
on the car in the driveway) - at 5:30 when Chantelle wakes me I’m queasy and head to the bathroom, 15 
minutes later I decide I need a couple more hours sleep (I haven’t clued in yet that my body is retaliating to the 
abuse I just put it through), she should head to the track and get the car through tech.  
Dammed car won’t start, I drag myself out and realized that the MAS air sensor bellows to the intake had been 
ripped while we were working on the car (fact is it had be siliconed up by a previous owner and had been 
coming apart for a while - we just finished the job), so I steal the one from my car and she is on the road.   
By 8 AM it is abundantly clear to me that there is no way I’m moving off the couch - my stomach is still 
objecting, I have no energy and I can’t even stay awake - I phone Chantelle and let her know.  
Around noon she informs me that the rubbing noise was the caliper coming off and she has already lost a bolt 
from the caliper, Bryan Hellevang has found a replacement bolt and has the car back on track. However 
Chantelle is having fun.  
That night I have her and my nephew bleed the brakes again (I am still so burned out I can’t even supervise). 
Little do I know they are slamming the pedal all the way on an old master cylinder (which I probably should 
have replaced while doing all the other braking system parts), they think they now have good brakes and she 
hasn’t yet opened the other can of ATE Super Blue Racing Brake Fluid.  
She drives my nephew home an is satisfied with the brakes. Sunday morning I am feeling much better (hell I’ve 
done nothing but sleep for the last 24 hours), but I’m still feeling a bit bagged. I am now wise enough to realize 
that wisdom is to sleep until I wake up on my own fully recuperated, so it is almost noon by the time I arrive at 
the track to find out just how bad things are.  
Because I was also supposed to be helping put up the tower for the CCGP on Saturday, and do some other stuff 
around the track on Sunday (after all I really should not have needed to do anything to the car other than put the 
race tires on it) my arrival does not go unnoticed - all Chantlle’s other issues with the car are on everyone’s 
radar except mine (everyone knows who prepped the car and that she is my daughter - no blending into the 
background for us).  
Her instructor, Chris Doodson, is so happy there are decent tires for the car. As soon as Chantelle comes in the 
Spec Miata Takeoffs are put on the car so it doesn’t spin every time you try to push it through a corner - 
unfortunately the thing still handles like a pig, Chantelle continues to struggle trying to get it to find the apex of 
a corner.  
Al Ores is scolding me about her having a car with so much toe out it is squealing and just about ready to spin 
going down the front straight in a straight line - hell there has to be about 10 degrees of toe out - was I blind 
Saturday morning (no just delirious from lack of sleep).  
The next time Chantelle brings the car in Randy Custer and I do the wheel alignment - we don’t even bother 
with a first measurement (the massively feathered tires tell us everything even it we were blind) - I just start 
spinning the tie rod about 5 turns and he centers the steering wheel, first check by eye and he tells me to keep 
going. Randy’s ‘micrometer eye’ finally tells us it’s time to measure. The space between the back side of the 
tires was 1/32 of an inch more than the front sides, I figured that that was probably the amount of toe-in we 
should have for the solid bushings on the control arms, fine tuning would take track time to figure out.  



Suddenly Chanelle had a car that actually went where she pointed it and would spin a whole lot less (toe out 
would make a car that already like to oversteer when power is applied oversteer at the drop of a hat - more toe-
out = more oversteer).  
By this point in the day though Chantelle was starting to feel the effects of a failing master cylinder (running an 
old master cylinder past it’s normal point of travel when bleeding brakes tends to damage the seals, slamming 
them to the end of travel really stresses them - using a pressure or vacuum bleeder is a better way to go), 
remember I said there would be consequences to how she bled the brakes.  
By the Wednesday after driver training I deemed her car unsafe to drive until we put in a new Master cylinder.  
Unfortunately, even though Chantelle was given extra time with an instructor by the time she had a decent car 
she was too far behind on what she needed to learn - next time. 
 
Question of the month: 
Who was the first woman to run in the Indianapolis 500, and in what year did she first qualify? 
Answers can be sent to webmaster@meta.bc.ca - Don’t assume someone has given me a correct answer, it is 
always interesting to read replies from club members, sometimes I learn something. I look forward to your 
replies, and I do not cross check against the membership list (although if you win you may need to give me a 
mailing address if you want a prize for the first correct answer). 
 

Answer to last month’s question: 
In 1952 Cummins made a very serious attempt to win the Indianapolis 500.  At that time the rules allowed 
diesel engines to be 6.6 litres (400 cubic inches) in size compared to the 3.3 litres (200 cubic inches) for other 
engines.  As a result, Cummins prepared a 400 cubic inch 6-cylinder turbocharged that produced 380 
horsepower. This was the first time a turbocharger had been used at Indy 
References: 

● http://stevemckelvie.wordpress.com/2011/06/05/the-cummins-diesel-special-at-the-1952-indianapolis-
500/  

● http://www.dieselpowermag.com/features/0808dp_cummins_diesel_race_car/index.html  
 
Gail Fetterman's answer was "it was 1952 when he got the pole.  He ended up finishing 27th. 
It was Turbosupercharged.  Which we called turbocharged." Gail will receive a prize from 
http://greenflagimports.ca (which I still need to mail).  
Ian McMahon was the first to answer, however he only got the first part correct, he did however know that the 
displacement advantage for diesels was changed as a result of the qualifying time set by the Cummins entry. 
Better luck next time Ian. 
 

Mike 
 

 
From: http://www.unionracing.ca/ 
 

The Second Annual Formula Vee Invitational Race 

Mission Raceway Park Road Course, Mission B.C. Canada 

August 6 & 7, 2011 
 

This is an exclusive Formula Vee race presented by the Family Affair Racing Team Inc. (FART) 

and the SCCBC. We will be the supporting race for the Children’s Charity Grand Prix. There is a 

regional race with all open wheel cars, and the SEPARATE FV race. 



2011 Children's Charities Grand Prix 
 

An Invitational Event 

River’s Edge Roadcourse 

at  

Mission Raceway Park 

August 6/7, 2011 
 

The Children’s Charities Racing Team Society and the Sports Car Club 
of BC are very excited to announce the 2011 Children’s Charities Grand 

Prix sponsored by The BMW Store 
 

The 2010 CCGP will be open to P1 (GT1, GT2, GTO) and P2 (GT3, IP1, 
GTM) cars. 

 
There will only be 32 spots available for the 4th Annual CCGP.  

 
To receive an online ‘Intent to Enter’ form, Supplemental Regulations and 

CCGP Event Outline, please email ryanoc@shaw.ca or visit 
www.sccbc.net 

 
‘Intent to Enter’ form must be filled out and emailed to ryanoc@shaw.ca 

no later than July 15th, 2011 
 

A $10,000 Prize Fund will be available along with a variety of 
contingency awards  

 
A special thanks to our sponsors: 

The BMW Store / IWE Rear Ends Only 

Scotiabank / Drivers Edge /  SAFWAY 

 
Visit us on facebook: http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=151995974874361 

 
Follow us on Twitter: CCGP2011



Sports Car Club of British Columbia 
 presents 

“Children’s Charity Grand Prix” 
August 6 - 7, 2011 

Featuring the ‘Formula Vee’ Race 
brought to you by the Family Affair Racing Team 

This event is sanctioned by CACC as a championship points race conducted under the 2010 CACC regulations 
and is organized by the Sports Car Club of British Columbia at the Mission Raceway Park Road Course in 

Mission, BC. Each regional group will have a points race on each of Saturday and Sunday. 
The Children’s Charity Grand Prix is an invitational race and does not form part of this announcement.  

Please see the SCCBC website for more information. 
 

Cascade Sports Car Club 
presents 

Doernbecher Dash XXVII 
August 13th and 14th, 2011 

This is a Chicane race run from the Pro Pits 

 
This race is sanctioned by ICSCC, under the 2011 Competition Regulations as a championship race, organized 

by Cascade Sports Car Club and held at Portland International Raceway. 
 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia 
 presents 

Labour Daze Classic 
September 3, 4 & 5, 2011 

Featuring the ‘Westcoast Sportscar Championship’ 
This event is sanctioned by ICSCC as a championship points race conducted under the 2011 ICSCC regulations 
and organized by the Sports Car Club of British Columbia at Mission Raceway Park Road Course in Mission, 

BC. This is a double race weekend with points being awarded on Sunday and Monday. 
 

 
 

2011 BC Autoslalom Championship brought to you by Kumho Tires Canada   
  
 The BC Autoslalom Championship, sponsored by Kumho Tires Canada, makes its long awaited return on the 
weekend of August 12-14, 2011. VCMC Motorsport Club is honoured to be the host club for this three-day 
event which features the highest level of autoslalom competition sanctioned by the Confederation of Autosport 
Car Clubs (CACC), with the overall champion being crowned the BC Autoslalom Top Gun. This is the first 
time the BC Autoslalom Championship is being held at the BC Driving Centre in Pitt Meadows, BC.  
   
For this event, VCMC has secured the use of the BC Driving Centre skidpad and adjacent Pitt Meadows Airport 
runway for all three days. Thanks to support from Kumho Tires Canada and CACC. 
   
Please visit http://bcchamps.ca for event details and rules. 



Mission Soapbox Derby 
 

Due to being rained out on June 18 the 2011, 
 Mission Soapbox Derby has been postponed until Saturday August 27, 2011. 

 
Any META members wishing to help out should be on site 

 at Stave Lake Street & Prentis Avenue before 8AM. 
 

Racing starts at 9AM. For more information please contact Russ at 604-814-2417. 
 

Directions from Highway 11 (near MRP) to where we need to meet, at Stave Lake Street & 
Prentis Avenue for the Mission Soapbox Derby. 

 
The recommended access is from Stave Lake Street. 

 



Photos from Brent Martin Photography website: 

www.martinsactionphotography.smugmug.com  

 

Galleries for Westwood, closed wheel & open wheel, Trans-Am 1980, Atlantics and 

many more. 

Lots of old photo's of META workers from the old Westwood track. 
 

   

 

 

 

  



From: http://www.jalopyjournal.com/?p=11527 

The Jalopy Journal 

Killed Myself When I Was Young 

Posted on February 22nd, 2011 by Ryan 
 

 

It’s very rare to find any film footage pre-1960 with actual sound attached as the technology wasn’t easily 
obtainable in the day. As such, much of the vintage film compilations that are sent to me leave me wishing for 
more. Sound is a very important dimension in hot rodding. One of the most important really. With this footage, 
however, I’m thankful it was sent sans sound. I don’t think I could handle the extra dimension. 

I know crashes are novelties. I know 90% of folks watch racing with the hopes of seeing some “action.” I’m not 
one of them. Having been in the driver’s seat before and having been in the hospital as a result, crashes make 
me cringe. They make my stomach turn. They literally hurt to watch. 

Many of the folks featured in this film lost their lives. That makes it even more tough to watch… But it also 
drives home a point – these fellas gave their lives to racing. 

Ryan 

 

Click on the link below to see video 

http://vimeo.com/20247765



  

 Old Ford Grill 
            A real " thrillin' - grillin'  " machine !  

Neat idea……………………………………   

  
    but a waste of a good old 56 Ford convertible!



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

604-287-3332       Mission, BC 

Specializing in Sports and Vintage Cars 

Surgery Hours 8:30 to 5:00  

Monday to Saturday 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Membership 
C/O Thomas Liesner, 8620 154th Street, Surrey, BC   V3S 3N6 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________Province/State __________________Postal Code ____________ 
 
Phone No ____________________E-mail Address: _______________________________________  

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO META   or   Renew on-line by PayPal or credit card at 

   http://www.meta.bc.ca/Members/Members.htm#membership 

 
Membership cost is $20 / year – Membership year ends Dec. 31 – Note that the META newsletter is only sent via E-Mail 
 


