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Next META meeting will be     

JUNE 22JUNE 22JUNE 22JUNE 22, 2011, 2011, 2011, 2011    
Our meeting location is Boston Pizza 

1045 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC 

SPEED READING 
Jun 8 SCCBC Meeting – Best Western, North Road Coquitlam, BC 
Jun 11&12 Historic Motor Races – MRP VRCBC Mission, BC 
Jun 11&12 ICSCC Race #5  – PIR CSCC Portland, Or 
Jun 11&12 Mountain Trials Stage Rally WCRA Merritt, BC 
Jun 17/18/19 Rose Cup Races / Double 

Regional – PIR 
SCCA/OR Portland, Or 

Jun 18&19 ICSCC Race#6 – MRP  SCCBC Mission, BC 
Jun 18&19 Westwood Kart Race #3 – MRP WKA Mission, BC 
Jun 18 Mission Soap Box Derby 9:00am Mission, BC 
Jun 22 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
Jun 25&26 West Coast Kart Race #5 – GMR WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Jul 1/2/3 Double National – PIR SCCA/OR Portland, Or 
Jul 1/2/3 Pacific NW Historics – PR SOVREN Seattle, Wa 
Jul 9&10 CACC Race #3 & WSC#3 – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
Jul 9&10 Portland Historic Races-PIR HMSA Portland, Or 
Jul 9 Northeast Grand Prix – Lime 

Rock Park 
ALMS Lakeville, Conn 

Jul 9 Rolex Sports Car Series – 
Laguna Seca 

Grand-Am Monterey, Ca 

Jul 10 Toronto Indy IRL Toronto, Ont 
Jul 13 SCCBC Meeting – Best Western, North Road Coquitlam, BC 
Jul 15/16/17 ICSCC Race #7&8&9  –  SCR NWMS Spokane, Wa 
Jul 16&17 Driver Training – MRP SCCBC Mission, BC 
Jul16&17 West Coast Kart Race 6&7–GMR WCKC Chilliwack, BC 
Jul 16&17 Westwood Kart Race #4&5–GMR WKA Chilliwack, BC 
Jul 22/23/24 Edmonton Indy IRL Edmonton, AB 
Jul 23&24 Chumpcar World Series – SCR  Spokane, Wa 
Jul 23&24 NASCAR West Series – PIR PIR Portland, Or 
Jul 24 Grand Prix of Mosport ALMS Bowmanville, Ont 
Jul 27 META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
Jul 30&31 ICSCC Race #10  – PR IRDC Seattle, Wa 

 

 

June 11 &12



Presidents Report 
 
I can’t believe the month of May is over already, and I still haven't done half of what I intended to do. At their 
last meeting the SCCBC voted to use the old name of the track “Rivers Edge” internally, however publicly the 
track will be known as Mission Raceway Park Road Course. The second race of 2011 has been held and the 
Indianapolis 500 is over. Do not forget about the BCHMR on June 11 & 12, at the time I’m writing this there 
are 65 confirmed entries with almost two weeks to go until the race (unfortunately many drivers enter late in-
spite of a late entry fee). 
 
Quite an end to the Indy 500 this year. I really enjoyed watching the race with a group of knowledgeable 
people. Although I’m in trouble with those I was watching with for jinxing Indy rookie JR Hildebrand  by 
saying “all he has to do is keep it off the wall” as he entered the last lap. Who could have predicted that 
Wheldon and Hildebrand would come first and second when just a few laps earlier they were not even in 
contention. For me this is what makes good racing, when decisions a team makes along with the gamble of how 
many laps will be under yellow, results in multiple lead changes near the end of the race. I can’t believe how 
many teams had communications breakdowns and sent cars out without a properly attached wheel, not only can 
this have deadly consequences, it guarantees you are out of the running due to time lost. But we know a loose 
wheel is something that happens in club racing as well (I often tell novice drivers they should check their own 
wheel nuts before going out for this very reason). Although good preparation and solid driving go a long way in 
racing, there is always a bit of luck involved just to keep thing interesting, this year’s Indy definitely was an 
excellent reminder of just that. I expect to see more of both Wheldon and Hildebrand as I think they will be 
forces to be reckoned with in the future. 
 
Our next big event is the BCHMR (British Columbia Historic Motor Races) and I hope to see you all there. I 
have been involved in the months of preparation for this event and may have forgotten to pass along some vital 
information to all MRPRC volunteers, not just META members. The failure in this is mine alone and not the 
VRCBC (Vintage Race Club of British Columbia). This is at least the fourth time I’ve been on a race organizing 
committee, so there is no good excuse for the breakdown in communication on my part, however all should be 
aware of how much is involved in putting on an event such as this - more on that later.  
First off, to start the BCHMR weekend there will be a Westwood reunion barbecue on the Friday before the 
race (June 10), anyone that was involved with Westwood is invited - if you know someone that was involved 
with Westwood make sure they know about it.  
Second, all BCHMR volunteers are invited to the Saturday night ‘festivities’ (banquet and entertainment) I will 
probably be responsible for handing out the tickets, although I will need a count of how many volunteers there 
will be so the VRC knows how many tickets to give me - please let Malcolm know as soon as possible if you 
will be there so he can give me a count Saturday morning at the latest.  
 
Although the organizing committee tries to have the banquet organized when racing is finished things do not 
always go according to plan, last year the race day ended sooner than predicted along with a catering 
miscommunication. At least one worker did not want to wait until things were ready and left to have dinner on 
his own elsewhere (his loss) - yes there was some disorganization last year (it was not just the Vintage Club at 
fault), but lack of patience does not solve the problems.  
One of the issues last year was trying to get an accurate count of volunteers (not always an easy thing to do), by 
the time I had that and got the tickets some workers had already dispersed making it difficult to track everyone 
down (please remember I had to track down off track volunteers as well).  
 
This gets us back to the months of planning leading up to the event, many show up on a race morning not 
realizing what needed to get done prior to the 8:00 AM workers or drivers meetings. At most tracks there is 
some kind of race day morning set-up that needs to be done, at Mission there is also the need to convert from a 
drag strip to a road course (moving blocks and putting up catch fences for example), things like Easy-ups and 
pylons need to be distributed and so on. But even before that point there has been many volunteer hours put in 



by the organizing committee (or the club putting on the race). The first and easiest thing that needs to be done is 
is setting the race date, alas even that is not easy - trying to avoid conflict with competing events, finding a date 
that the facility is available and wanting a date that the weather will be good are all considered, especially if it is 
a premier event (BCHMR or CCGP for example). Then comes all the tedious stuff, like making sure event 
insurance is in place, assigning duties to individuals (so hopefully everything that needs to get done does get 
done),  and all other paper work required for the event is taken care of. Advertising the event is something that 
is crucial if the event is to be successful, often careful consideration is given to get ‘the biggest bang for the 
buck’ here - free advertising is always taken advantage of. Lining up the caterers for volunteers lunches and the 
banquet needs to be done (this is a budgeted expense and part of the ‘paperwork’ mentioned earlier), and 
making sure there is at least one  food vendor on site to take care of spectators and participants. For premier 
events, keepsakes and memorabilia has to be organized along with any special things the organizers want to do 
for volunteers (why we like to get a reasonable count of volunteers ASAP), this is also a budgetary item - one 
the club/organizers have to pay for up front. Sometimes important things get overlooked, like making sure an 
ambulance and tow truck are on site - this is why it is important that organizer assigns responsibilities for those 
on the organizing committee (or club executive) early on in the process - often when ‘the ball is dropped’ it is 
either because no-one realized something needed to be done or everyone involved thought someone else was 
taking care of it. Regular meetings (or other forms of contact) take place to check on the progress of committee 
members in the hope that forgotten items are caught and to make sure no-one ‘drops the ball’ - on occasion 
responsibilities need to get re-assigned. I probably have missed things here as I am still learning about event 
organization, but plan to continue being involved. 
Don’t forget, all volunteers are appreciated even if organizers forget to thank them, often this is because the 
organizers are too busy keeping things on track. 
 
Question of the month: 
This month is a three part question. What year did they lay the bricks at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and why 
did they change to bricks from the original track surface which consisted of graded and packed soil covered by 
two inches of gravel, two inches of limestone covered with taroid (a solution of tar and oil), one to two inches 
of crushed stone chips that were also drenched with taroid, and a final topping of crushed stone? Why did the 
four original  partners (Carl G. Fisher, James Allison, Arthur Newby and Frank Wheeler) resurface the track?  
What year did they start to repave the speedway with tarmac? 
Answers can be sent to webmaster@meta.bc.ca - Don’t assume someone has given me a correct answer, it is 
always interesting to read replies from club members, sometimes I learn something. 
 

Answer to last month’s question: 
The first actual event held at Indianapolis Motor Speedway was a Hot Air Balloon event. On June 5, 1909, the 
Indianapolis Aero Club held their gas balloon race at the track. This was more than two months before the oval 
was actually completed. The event drew a reported 40,000 people. Nine balloons lifted off "racing" for trophies, 
a balloon by the name of Universal City won the race, landing 382 miles (615 km) away in Alabama after 
spending more than a day aloft. Over the years, there have been several other balloon events held there, as well. 
We had no respondents, so no prize was awarded for the question asked in May. 
 

Mike 

 



 
 

June 11 &12, 2011June 11 &12, 2011June 11 &12, 2011June 11 &12, 2011    

Mission Raceway Park RoaMission Raceway Park RoaMission Raceway Park RoaMission Raceway Park Road Coursed Coursed Coursed Course    
A big thank you to our two Participating Sponsors: Craftsman Collision and West Coast Mazda 

And to our partners in racing in BC: 
The Sports Car Club of British Columbia (SCCBC), 

The Motorsport Emergency & Turnworkers Association (META) 
And all of the other Volunteer Workers, 

Plus the Confederation of Autosport Car Clubs (CACC). 
 

 
 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia presents 

 Fast Dad’s Weekend  

June 18 & 19, 2011 
Featuring the 

‘Japanese Touring Car Challenge’



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTWOOD Reunion 2011 
 

at the 
 

British Columbia Historic Motor Races 
 

Mission Raceway Park 
 

June 11 and 12, 2011 
 

 

Westwood, Canada’s first real road racing circuit closed in 1990, but is not forgotten. 
Each year at the  

British Columbia Historic Motor Races, 
 old Westwood veterans and fans get together to recall those grand times. 

This year the Races are being held on  

June 11 and 12 at 

 Mission Raceway Park Road Course. 

 

The Westwood Reunion Barbeque  
will be held at the track at  

6:00pm on the evening of Friday, June 10.  
Hosts for the evening again will be the two legends of Westwood 

 Eddy Clements and Gio Coletta. 
 

$10.00 by donation, BYOB 

 
 







Cascade Sports Car Club 
Presents 

Chicane Challenge XIX 
June 11th and 12th, 2011 

This is a Chicane race run from the Pro Pits 
This race is sanctioned by ICSCC, under the 2011 Competition Regulations as a championship race,  

organized by Cascade Sports Car Club and held at Portland International Raceway. 
 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia  
Presents 

Fast Dad’s Weekend 
June 18 & 19, 2011 

Featuring the ‘Japanese Touring Car Challenge’ 
This event is sanctioned by ICSCC as a championship points race  

conducted under the 2011 ICSCC regulations and organized by the Sports Car Club of British Columbia at 
Mission Raceway Park Road Course in Mission, BC. 

 

Sports Car Club of British Columbia  
Presents 

“Volunteer Appreciation Weekend” 
July 9 - 10, 2011 

Featuring the ‘Westcoast Sportscar Championship’ 
This event is sanctioned by CACC as a championship points race  

conducted under the 2010 CACC regulations and is organized by the Sports Car Club of British Columbia at  
Mission Raceway Park Road Course in Mission, BC.  

Each regional group will have a points race on each of Saturday and Sunday. 
 
 

2011 FESTIVAL OF SPEED 

NORTHWEST GRAND PRIX 

JULY 15, 16 & 17, 2011 

ICSCC’s FIRST TRIPLE-RACE WEEKEND 
Spokane County Raceway 



Submitted by Joe Proud: From:  
http://thegarageblog.com/garage/the-mayor-of-mosport-now-owns-the-legendary-facility/ 
 

The Mayor of Mosport now owns the legendary facility 
June 1, 2011  
By Gary Grant 
 

 
He is known as the Mayor of Mosport, partially because of his mastery of one of the World’s most difficult race 
tracks and partially for his deep affection for the place. It is fitting then that he is part of a Canadian group 
which has just purchased the famed property from American owner, Don Panoz. 
Canadian Motorsport Ventures Ltd. is made up of Fellows, Allan Broughton of Trailcon Leasing and Carlo 
Fidani of the Orlando Corporation.  
 
From the press release: 
The new leadership team brings a renewed focus, fresh thinking, and a strong vision on how to maximize the 

potential of Mosport. Over the next 18 months, they will look at all aspects of improving the facility to deliver 

the high calibre racing experience that fans, sponsors, teams and drivers want, including the construction of a 

new events and meeting facility. The new owners will utilize their unique areas of strength and knowledge to 

guide Mosport into the future 
 
That is not to say that the place has languished during Panoz’s tenure. To the contrary, the track itself has 
undergone a complete transformation to modern standards. The track was widened and larger run off areas were 
created along with the addition of more fan safety measures. The popular Driver Development Track and kart 
track were developed and have thrived. The infrastructure however has fallen behind what is expected at a 
modern sports facility. CMV promises to address those issues. 
 
“Myles and his staff have done an extraordinary job with Mosport,” said Don Panoz, founder of the Panoz 

Motor Sports Group. “There is no deeper racing tradition or racing history in Canada than what exists here. I 

am personally very gratified that we have been able to help this crown jewel grow and improve for both racers 

and fans and I am very happy to now turn it over to a group that loves this place as much as I do. And I want to 

say a special thank you to Ron Fellows, who has always been a true gentleman, champion and the greatest 

representative of Canadian racing that I have known. The fact that he is now one of the owners of Mosport is a 

dream come true for both of us.” 
 
While he has never left, the Mayor of Mosport has returned!



 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

604-287-3332       Mission, BC 

Specializing in Sports and Vintage Cars 

Surgery Hours 8:30 to 5:00  

Monday to Saturday 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Membership 
C/O Thomas Liesner, 8620 154th Street, Surrey, BC   V3S 3N6 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________Province/State __________________Postal Code ____________ 
 
Phone No ____________________E-mail Address: _______________________________________  

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO META   or   Renew on-line by PayPal or credit card at 

   http://www.meta.bc.ca/Members/Members.htm#membership 

 
Membership cost is $20 / year – Membership year ends Dec. 31 – Note that the META newsletter is only sent via E-Mail 


