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Next META meeting will be     

NOVEMBER 23NOVEMBER 23NOVEMBER 23NOVEMBER 23, 2011, 2011, 2011, 2011    
Our meeting location is Boston Pizza 

1045 Columbia Street, New Westminster, BC 
 

SPEED READING 
 

Nov 9 SCCBC Meeting – Best Western, North Road Coquitlam, BC 
Nov 12 ICSCC Banquet - SeaTac 

Marriott 
 Seattle, Wa 

Nov 19 VRCBC Gala – Delta Town and 
Country Inn 

 Delta, BC 

Nov 19&20 Totem TSD Rally WCRA BC Interior 
Nov 23 AGM META Meeting – Boston Pizza 7:30 New West, BC 
Dec 3&4 Big White Winter Stage Rally WCRA Kelowna, BC 
Dec 14 SCCBC Meeting – Best Western, North Road Coquitlam, BC 
Jan 7&8   Ice Race # 1  -- Barnes Lake WCIRABC Ashcroft, BC 
Jan 21&22   Ice Race # 2  -- Barnes Lake WCIRABC Ashcroft, BC 
Jan 28 META Banquet – Guildford Golf 

and Country Club 
 Surrey, BC 

Please Note that Ice Races are subject to Ice and Weather conditions. Please call the hotline 
604-475-0583 or check the website http://www.carsonice.ca/  before traveling.  
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

META’s Annual General Meeting  
will be held on 

Wednesday November 23Wednesday November 23Wednesday November 23Wednesday November 23    
Boston Pizza, 1045 Columbia St,  
New Westminster at 7:30pm 

Please plan on attending this meeting as our 
annual elections will be held at this time



Presidents Report 
 
Not surprisingly the last race of the year at Mission Raceway Park Road Course was full of incidents as drivers 
took ‘do or crash’ chances trying to place well in their class. In many cases points for first place for the year in a 
class were so close a first place win was needed to win the championship for that class, so you can understand 
some of the less intelligent decisions some drivers made. Fortunately the worst incident of the weekend, which I 
understand saw Tracy Pearson go to the hospital, resulted in only minor injuries. Certainly where I was, Turn 6, 
there was a lot of aggressive and sometimes dangerous driving going on. We had one driver lose it going into 
five, recover and come back on in the middle of a pack of cars between 5 and 6 nearly colliding with two other 
cars in the process — unbelievable.  
 
As marshals/workers all we can do is witness and report these types of incidents and hope appropriate action is 
taken. What worries me however is that I sometimes hear some incidents go unreported because someone does 
not want to write a report, I appreciate that most of us hate paperwork, however there are drivers at our track 
that need sanctioning. Often other drivers know who they are, and have the body damage to prove it, however if 
there is no report, nothing can be done. A good example of this is the driver of a Mazda Miata that was using Al 
Harvey’s vintage MGB for brakes going into turn 1, the Miata’s driver’s excuse was that he didn’t realize Al’s 
MGB did not have bumpers — a flimsy excuse at best. Once can be passed off as driver error and is forgivable, 
but twice or more is plain bad driving skill, something the Miata driver had already been noted for by a few 
other drivers. Road racing is not bumper car and we as ‘observers’ can help keep this under control. I can tell 
you right now race drivers can forgive accidental rubbing of fenders under close competitive racing, however 
bumping from overly aggressive driving annoys many. I admit, in that we always seem to have a shortage of 
volunteers at MRP-RC and can’t see everything, however we need to report what we do see whenever possible. 
 

 
On a lighter note, Sion Davies dropped by with his wife on the last race weekend of the year  
at MRP-RC. It was great to see you Sion. 
 
On the last Saturday in October The VRCBC (AKA VRC or Vintage Racing Club) chartered a bus and went 
down to the LeMay Family Collection in Tacoma Washington. As always with the VRC crowd it was as much 
about having fun as looking at one of the most interesting collection of cars I’ve ever seen. 



There is something for everyone there, and includes cars that everyone would have owned or driven at some 
point. A lot of the restored cars are not ‘over restored’ but look like they would have in the day (cars that most 
of us could afford did not use to come out of the factory with perfectly aligned fenders or perfect fitting parts). 
That is one of the unique things about this museum. You will even find things like a Gremlin and a Pacer 
among the hundreds, possibly thousands, of cars there. Of course I went ecstatic when I came across a 1963 
Ford Falcon Convertible, although my first car was not a convertible it was a two tone (red roof, white body) 
‘63 Falcon (with a serious oil burning problem) and in-line 160 cubic inch six.  
Mine had a 2 speed ‘slush-a-matic’ like the one on display when I got it, however using a ‘64 donor car I cured 
that by changing it to ‘three on the tree’.  
I hit it off with our guide (he can be seen on the left in the photo below) when I found out he started 
turnworking at Westwood in turn 2 in 1964, for those of you who didn’t know I got my start in turn 2 at 
Westwood under Roger Salomon in May of 1976 during a Formula Atlantic weekend. If you ever get a chance 
to visit the LeMay Family Collection do it, you will be glad you did. 

 
Incidentally, did you know that the original Mustang was based on the Falcon platform? 
 
We are now into banquet season, and probably by the time you read this the SCCBC banquet will be a memory. 
I expect to see many of you there to share the good times. For those that have never attended the VRCBC Gala 
you are missing a good time with a truly fun bunch of people. For those of you that travel there is also the 
ICSCC banquet. Don’t forget that our banquet will have an Indy 500 theme, so study up on the trivia, prizes 
will be awarded. 
 
I am thinking of giving META a Facebook presence, and possibly a presence on Twitter in order to attract a 
younger crowd, however I would need help keeping things current. I would appreciate some feedback from our 
membership before doing this along with some commitment from members already on Facebook to link content 
they are already sharing on FB or Twitter. Facebook would be an excellent way for all members to share 
photos, and connecting those photos to our website once posted/shared into a META Facebook group/page 
would then be a breeze. 
 
The forum issue that Lynn had is now fixed, it turns out that on one part of the forum I had accidentally killed 
the ability to post. I have also opened a section of the forum to registered forum users that I know are active at 
Mission that is not visible to ‘outsiders’ whether registered on the forum or not (all META members have 
access) this is a safe place to exchange contact information or discuss issues that should not be made public. 
Although public forums have their place I think there are times that things need to be discussed in private to 
solve problems. META members still have their private section of the forum to discuss club business they do 
not wish to make public, an administrator needs to update your profile to give you this privilege, 



so if you don’t have access it is probably because I did not recognise your user name. I have also instituted a 
new forum policy for registering, Although I will allow the use of nickname or other handles, I want them to be 
run by me (or whoever will be the administrator of the forum in the future) so I can keep a private database so I 
know who is who. This is the only way I have of knowing I am giving members the correct privileges. It is also 
my policy to make sure that all members hide their email address on their profile, this makes the forum 
unattractive to hackers, harvesters and spammers. 
 
Question of the month: 

Q: On Friday, September 16, 2011 the last pre-World War II Indy 500 participant passed away. 
Who was he? 

Answers can be sent to webmaster@meta.bc.ca, please put “Mayday Answer” in the subject line - All parts 
of the question(s) must be answered, and a prize goes to the first correct answer. Don’t assume someone has 
given me a correct answer, it is always interesting to read replies from club members, sometimes I learn 
something. 
 
Answer to September’s question: 

A: Henry Ford II only drove the pace car once for the Indianapolis 500 (1946 in a Lincoln 
Continental V-12). Edsel Ford drove the pace car in 1932, a Lincoln Model KB. I'm sure most of you 
know Lincoln is a division of Ford. 

 
Thomas Liesner gave me the first correct answer, and becomes another two time winner. he will receive a prize 
from http://greenflagimports.ca.  Ian McMahon also gave a correct answer. 
 

Mike 

 
 

Indy 500 Pace Car Drivers 
 

Year Car Pace Car Driver  
(Start of Race) 

Pace Car Driver 
(During Race) 

1911 Stoddard-Dayton Carl G. Fisher   

1912 Stutz Carl G. Fisher   

1913 Stoddard-Dayton Carl G. Fisher   

1914 Stoddard-Dayton Carl G. Fisher   

1915 Packard 6 (Model 5-48) Carl G. Fisher   

1916 Premier 6 (Model 6-56) Frank E. Smith   

1919 Packard V12 (called Twin Six) Jesse G. Vincent   

1920 Marmon 6 (Model 34) Barney Oldfield   

1921 H.C.S. 6 Harry C. Stutz   

1922 National Sextet Barney Oldfield   

1923 Duesenberg Fred Duesenberg   

1924 Cole V8 Lew Pettijohn   

1925 Rickenbacker 8 Eddie Rickenbacker   

1926 Chrysler Imperial 80 Louis Chevrolet   

1927 LaSalle V-8 Series 303 Willard "Big Boy" Rader   



Year Car Pace Car Driver  
(Start of Race) 

Pace Car Driver 
(During Race) 

1928 Marmon 8 (Model 78) Joe Dawson   

1929 Studebaker President Roadster George Hunt   

1930 Cord L-29 Wade Morton   

1931 Cadillac 370 Twelve "Big Boy" Rader   

1932 Lincoln Model KB Edsel Ford   

1933 Chrysler Imperial Phaeton Byron Foy   

1934 LaSalle Model 350 "Big Boy" Rader   

1935 Ford V8 Harry Mack   

1936 Packard 120 Tommy Milton   

1937 LaSalle Series 50 Ralph DePalma   

1938 Hudson 112 Stuart Baits   

1939 Buick Roadmaster 80 Charles Chayne   

1940 Studebaker Champion Two Door Sedan Harry Hartz   

1941 Chrysler Newport Parade Phaeton A.B. Couture   

1946 Lincoln Continental V-12 Henry Ford II   

1947 Nash Ambassador George W. Mason   

1948 Chevrolet Fleetmaster Six Wilbur Shaw   

1949 Oldsmobile 88 Wilbur Shaw   

1950 Mercury Benson Ford   

1951 Chrysler New Yorker V8 Dave Wallace   

1952 Studebaker Commander Convertible P.O. Peterson   

1953 Ford Crestline Sunliner William Clay Ford, Sr.   

1954 Dodge Royal 500 William C. Newburg   

1955 Chevrolet Bel Air Thomas H. Keating   

1956 DeSoto Fireflite L.I. Woolson   

1957 Mercury Turnpike Cruiser F.C. Reith   

1958 Pontiac Bonneville Sam Hanks   

1959 Buick Electra 225 Sam Hanks   

1960 Oldsmobile Ninety-Eight Sam Hanks   

1961 Ford Thunderbird Sam Hanks   

1962 Studebaker Lark Daytona Convertible Sam Hanks   

1963 Chrysler 300 Sam Hanks   

1964 Ford Mustang Benson Ford   

1965 Plymouth Sport Fury P.M. Buckminster   

1966 Mercury Comet Cyclone GT Benson Ford   

1967 Chevrolet Camaro Mauri Rose   

1968 Ford Torino GT William Clay Ford, Sr.   

1969 Chevrolet Camaro SS Jim Rathmann   

1970 Oldsmobile 4-4-2 Rodger Ward   

1971 Dodge Challenger Eldon Palmer   

1972 Hurst/Olds Cutlass Jim Rathmann   



Year Car Pace Car Driver  
(Start of Race) 

Pace Car Driver 
(During Race) 

1973 Cadillac Eldorado Jim Rathmann   

1974 Hurst/Olds Cutlass Jim Rathmann   

1975 Buick Century Custom V-8 James Garner   

1976 Buick Century V6 Marty Robbins   

1977 Oldsmobile Delta 88 James Garner   

1978 Chevrolet Corvette C3 Jim Rathmann   

1979 Ford Mustang Jackie Stewart Jim Rathmann 

1980 Pontiac Trans Am Turbo Johnnie Parsons Don Bailey 

1981 Buick Regal V6 Duke Nalon Duke Nalon 

1982 Chevrolet Camaro Z28 Jim Rathmann Don Bailey 

1983 Buick Riviera Convertible Duke Nalon Don Bailey 

1984 Pontiac Indy Fiero John Callies Don Bailey 

1985 Oldsmobile Cutlass Calais James Garner Don Bailey 

1986 Chevrolet Corvette convertible Chuck Yeager Don Bailey 

1987 Chrysler LeBaron Carroll Shelby Don Bailey 

1988 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme Chuck Yeager Don Bailey 

1989 20th Anniversary Pontiac Trans Am Bobby Unser Don Bailey 

1990 Chevrolet Beretta Convertible Jim Perkins Don Bailey 

1991 Dodge Viper RT/10 Carroll Shelby Don Bailey 

1992 Cadillac Allanté Bobby Unser Don Bailey 

1993 Chevrolet Camaro Z28 Jim Perkins Don Bailey 

1994 Ford Mustang Cobra Parnelli Jones Don Bailey 

1995 Chevrolet Corvette C4 convertible Jim Perkins Don Bailey 

1996 Dodge Viper GTS Bob Lutz Don Bailey 

1997 Oldsmobile Aurora Johnny Rutherford Don Bailey 

1998 Chevrolet Corvette C5 Parnelli Jones* Don Bailey 

1999 Chevrolet Monte Carlo Jay Leno Don Bailey 

2000 Oldsmobile Aurora Anthony Edwards Don Bailey 

2001 Oldsmobile Bravada* Elaine Irwin Mellencamp Don Bailey 

2002 50th Anniversary Chevrolet Corvette C5 Jim Caviezel Joie Chitwood, III 

2003 Chevrolet SSR* Herb Fishel Johnny Rutherford 

2004 Chevrolet Corvette C5 Morgan Freeman Joie Chitwood, III 

2005 Chevrolet Corvette C6 convertible General Colin Powell Joie Chitwood, III 

2006 Chevrolet Corvette C6 Z06 coupe Lance Armstrong Johnny Rutherford 

2007 Chevrolet Corvette C6 Z06 convertible Patrick Dempsey Johnny Rutherford 

2008 Chevrolet Corvette C6 Z06 E85* Emerson Fittipaldi Johnny Rutherford 

2009 Chevrolet Camaro SS Josh Duhamel Johnny Rutherford 

2010 Chevrolet Camaro SS Robin Roberts Johnny Rutherford 

2011 Chevrolet Camaro A. J. Foyt* TBC 



Hi Everyone! 
  
Firstly, a BIG THANKS to all of you who made it out to the various race weekends at Rivers 
Edge this year!  
Without each of you, the events would not have been successful. Once again the level of 
professionalism from our on-track volunteers was superb to say the least. 
  
For those of you who were unable to attend this past weekend, I thought I would let you know 
that I have stepped down as Course Marshal. My personal life has become too busy and I am no 
longer able to put 100% into the position. I therefore feel that is best that I allow SCCBC to 
appoint someone who is able to give the position the effort that it requires. 
  
Thank you ALL, for supporting me during my training and after I was appointed. I will always 
appreciate each of your efforts, that helped me make the position a success and I hope you will 
continue to support my successor in the same way. 
  
Have a great off-season and I will see you all, occasionally, when I can make it out to the track! 
  
Best Wishes, 
  

Malcolm 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark your calendars 
 META Awards Banquet 
  January 28, 2012 
   Guildford Golf and  
     Country Club 
This year’s theme will be the 100th anniversary of the Indy 500.  
Questions for extra prizes will be based on the last 100 years of the race. 
There will be no cheat sheets allowed!  
Time to start brushing up!! 
 

 



http://bmo.cyberpensioners.com/archives/2011/2011%20october/Motor%20Racing%20Event/story.html 
 

Best Annual Historic Motor Racing Event  
at Goodwood Revival 2011, West Sussex, England 
 
by Linda Zumm as told to Joan Mesic, Senior Correspondent, BMO Magazine 
With our many thanks 

 
My husband, Manny and I, were thrilled to attend the 
Goodwood Revival motor racing event which was 
held on the Goodwood Estate in West Sussex, 
England. The event was staged in a nostalgic time 
capsule and for one whole weekend we left the 
modern world behind us and become part of the 1940, 
50 and 60's.  
  
The event was on our 'bucket list' and school friends 
in the UK helped to make it possible for us. They 
helped to purchase the tickets, rent a cottage (just five 
miles from the Goodwood estate) and provided us 
with era clothes by various means. The three day 
event exceeded all of our expectations.... i.e., the 
track, the people, the racing, the atmosphere, and the 
legends of motorsport. Even the weather didn't 
disappoint us, albeit it was typical English weather, a 
little bit of everything.   

  
The parking lots were filled with motorsport fans and their vintage motorcars which were shining with their 
care and love and the money they had invested in them.  To get into the grounds, every morning we experienced 
long queues which didn't damped our enthusiasm. At least one to two hours each day was spent lining up and 
the process and wait was an event on its own. It was great being so close to the vintage cars, chatting with the 
owners and admiring the costumes.  
  
This is an event even for non-motor racing folks with lots of opportunity for people watching, shopping, 
enjoying the fair grounds, eating and drinking, and of course, lots of walking. The track, all 2.38 miles was 
visible from all areas and untouched from its Formula 1 racing days. There were lots of flushable, portable 
toilets.  Thank goodness. And so clean! Of course the English countryside and villages were idyllic for the 
event. 
  
There were special events, between races, Ford UK 100th anniversary parade, Sir Stirling Moss 82nd B'Day 
celebrated by Bunny Girls delivering the cake, Battle of Britain air show with a Lancaster and 10 spitfires (the 
ones the Germans didn't get), Motorcyclist champions and a 50th anniversary Jaguar Race. 
  
Manny and I will remember Goodwood fondly forever. 
  
Linda Zumm, 
Coquitlam, British Columbia 
Members of the Vintage Racing Club of British Columbia     http://www.vrcbc.ca/ 
  
For more information on the Goodwood Estate event, see  http://www.goodwood.co.uk/revival/ 



Western Canadian Ice Racing Association of BC  
 

    2012 SCHEDULE 
    January 7/8 

    January 21/22 

    February 4/5 

    February 18/19 
 
 
 

WCIRABC 2011 Fall General Meeting 
Sunday, November 20th 

1:00 – 3:00 

LOCATION 

Delta Town & Country Inn 

6005 Highway 17 (at Hwy 99), Delta, BC 

 

This is a MANDATORY MEETING for ALL  

who plan to, hope to, want to, or are even thinking about participating in  

the 2012 Cars On Ice Championship Season 

workers, drivers, crew, organizers, etc. 

  

   AGENDA: 

� President’s Welcome 

� Licensing Update 

� Registration Update 

� 2012 Rules 

� New Rule Books Available  

           (including 2011 CACC Rule Book) 

� Volunteer Assignments 

� Track Design  



 
 

www.caccautosport.org 
 

2011 CACC 
Fall General Meeting 

November 20 - 10:00am 
(Coffee served 8:30 a.m.—10 a.m.) 

 

LOCATION: 
Delta Town & Country Inn 

6005 Highway 17 (at Hwy 99), Delta, BC 
 

  PROPOSED AGENDA 
 

• President’s Welcome 
• Discipline Reports 
• Reports from Affiliated Clubs 
• Executive Reports 
• Old Business / New Business 
• Discussion - Rule Change Proposals 
• Lunch & Awards 

• Discipline Meetings/Elections 
 

A soup and sandwich buffet will be served at the cost of $8.00. 
Please advise if you plan to be attending the lunch buffet. 

R.S.V.P. Gayle Baird at secretary@caccautosport.org or 604-946-6416 prior to November 10, 2011. 
 
 
 

 

Check out this video of the Red Bull Formula One car promoting 

the upcoming race in Austin, Texas: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tEHQJn_hxo 

Very cool 
 





 

You are cordially invited to attend  
The Vintage Racing Club of BC’s Annual Gala! 

On Saturday November 19th, 2011, we will celebrate the end of another season’s racing, and recognize 
all of the volunteers, the competitors, and our friends in the SCCBC, META, the CACC, and 
SOVREN, who have contributed to our success this year.  
 
This year’s Gala will again be held at the Delta Town & Country Inn, 6005 Highway 17 (at Hwy 
#99). Dress optional. There will be a full buffet dinner in our private ballroom, wine on your table, 
our awards ceremony, and live music for your listening and dancing pleasure.  
 
Official Schedule (Rain or Shine)  
5:00 PM: Bench Racing (i.e., the bar opens)  
6:15 PM: Dinner  
7:30 PM: Acknowledgements, Speeches, Awards  
8:45 to 11:00 PM: Entertainment, Music, Dancing, Frivolity and more (endless) Bench Racing  
 
The cost is $45.00 per person, gratuities & taxes included. Payment may be made in several ways: via 
PayPal, with a cheque by mail, or by cash or cheque at the November 15th general meeting, or (only if 
absolutely necessary please) at the door.  
See the RSVP form for details:  http://www.vrcbc.ca/?page_id=486 
 
Important: Please note that we need your RSVP by Saturday, November 12th at the latest.  
 
For guests requiring overnight accommodations, the Delta Town & Country Inn is offering us rooms 
at $95.00 per night for single or double occupancy. To reserve a room, please call 1-888-777-1266 (toll 
free) or the Inn directly at (604) 946-4404, and refer to “The Vintage Racing Club”.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at stanton.guy@gmail.com or (604) 980-7750  
 
See you there!  
Stanton Guy  
President  
Vintage Racing Club of BC



Dan Wheldon 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Wheldon 
 
Daniel Clive "Dan" Wheldon (22 June 1978 – 16 October 2011) was a 
British racing driver from England. He was the 2005 Indy Racing League 
IndyCar Series champion, and winner of the Indianapolis 500 in both 
2005 and 2011. Wheldon died from injuries shortly after a collision at the 
2011 IZOD IndyCar World Championship at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway on 16 October 2011, at the age of 33. 
Beginnings 
Wheldon, who was born in Emberton, near Olney, Buckinghamshire, 
England, took up karting at the age of four with funding from his father. 
He progressed through the junior ranks of motor racing during his school 
years. Attending Bedford School until he completed his GCSEs at age 
16, he frequently took time off to race. During his early career in open 
wheel racing, he developed a rivalry with Jenson Button before 

ultimately leaving the United Kingdom to race in America. The reasoning behind the move was that the level of 
investment needed to fund his racing career in the UK was beyond his family's resources. Moving to the United 
States in 1999, he spent several years in lower open-wheeled circuits like the U.S. F2000 Championship Series, 
the Toyota Atlantic series and the Indy Lights series. 
IRL IndyCar Series 
In 2002, Wheldon moved up to the IRL IndyCar Series for two events with Panther Racing as teammate to Sam 
Hornish, Jr. The following year Wheldon joined Andretti Green Racing, taking the spot of Michael Andretti 
following his retirement, and collected league Rookie of the Year honours. In 2004, he won his first IRL race at 
Twin Ring Motegi in Japan, ultimately finishing as runner-up to teammate Tony Kanaan in the championship 
with three wins. 
He won the 2005 Indianapolis 500, as well as that season's IndyCar Series championship. His six victories in 
2005 also broke the record for most victories in one season (under IRL sanction), previously held by Sam 
Hornish, Jr. with 5. His win at Indy was the first for an Englishman since Graham Hill's victory in 1966. In 
November 2005, it was announced that he would be driving for Chip Ganassi Racing in the IndyCar Series in 
2006. Shortly after his first test with Ganassi, he won the 24 Hours of Daytona endurance sports car race with 
Ganassi teammates Scott Dixon and Casey Mears. 
He began the IndyCar season by beating Hélio Castroneves by 0.0147 seconds at Homestead-Miami, a somber 
race due to the earlier death of Paul Dana in a practice session. Wheldon retired at St. Petersburg due to contact 
with Sam Hornish, Jr. during a caution period. At the end of the 2006 IndyCar season, Wheldon and Hornish 
were tied for the lead with each driver having 475 points. In the event of a tie, the driver with the most wins for 
that particular season is declared the champion. Hornish had four wins for the 2006 season to Wheldon's two; 
therefore Hornish was declared the 2006 IndyCar champion. 
During the close season he was offered a place in the BMW Sauber Formula One team, but declined on 
discovering he would not be assured a regular drive. "I do want to race in F1. When my contract expires with 
Chip, I'll take a serious look at Formula One." 
Commenting in 2007 on the perception of him as 'difficult', Wheldon said "I put everything into my racing, and 
I expect the same back. If I see people who aren't giving it I'm not afraid to say so but that sometimes comes out 
a little brash. That could be improved a little bit." 
On 22 June 2008, his 30th birthday, Wheldon took his 15th career victory in the IndyCar Series after winning 
the 2008 Iowa Corn Indy 250 over Hideki Mutoh and Marco Andretti. He donated his winnings to help the 
victims of the recent tornadoes and flooding which had occurred in Iowa. 
Wheldon was released from his drive at Ganassi on 2 September 2008. He was replaced by Dario Franchitti. "I 
have enjoyed these last three seasons with Target Chip Ganassi Racing but will be moving on to pursue a very



exciting opportunity for 2009," Wheldon said. This would later turn out to be a return to former team Panther 
Racing. Wheldon drove the Panther car to a second place finish in the 2009 Indianapolis 500, the second Indy 
500 runner-up finish in a row for the team. However, his strong start to the season faded and Wheldon failed to 
crack the Top 10 in 7 of the last 8 races of the year. The following year Wheldon finished second at the 2010 
Indianapolis 500. This gave Panther its third straight runner-up finish at Indy. This time, Wheldon remained 
competitive all year, challenging for wins on the oval tracks. 
Despite strong showings in the Panther Racing No. 4 car, Wheldon still failed to win a race during his time with 
the team. This led to his being replaced at Panther Racing by the young American driver (and 2009 Indy Lights 
champion) J.R. Hildebrand. Wheldon attempted and won the 2011 Indianapolis 500 with Bryan Herta Autosport 
after inheriting the lead with meters to go after Hildebrand wrecked going into the final turn trying to get around 
the decelerating Charlie Kimball with too much velocity, being the first driver in Indy history to win the race by 
leading a single lap. Wheldon was very emotional after the win, due to his not having a ride for the rest of the 
season and the news that his mother had recently been diagnosed with Alzheimer's Disease. It was Wheldon's 
first series win in three seasons.  
Over the rest of the 2011 season, Wheldon helped IndyCar and Dallara test the new IndyCar chassis that was to 
debut in 2012. 
Personal life 
In 2008, Wheldon married his long-time personal assistant, Susie Behm, originally from Armstrong, British 
Columbia, Canada. They had two sons, one of whom was born in February 2009, and the other born in March 
2011. They lived in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Death 
At the 2011 IZOD IndyCar World Championship at Las Vegas Motor Speedway on 16 October 2011, Wheldon 
was involved in a 15-car accident during lap 11 of the race. The carnage and ensuing debris field resulted in 
race officials throwing a red flag almost instantly. Wheldon was extricated from his car by the Holmatro Safety 
Team and their Las Vegas-based colleagues and was airlifted to a local hospital with what were described as 
"unsurvivable injuries." He succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced dead at 1:54 PDT. He was 33 years 
old.  
The IndyCar officials and drivers determined after vote and input from drivers and team owners that the race 
would be abandoned, and that a five-lap, three-car-wide formation salute would be held in Wheldon's honour, 
with his number 77 being displayed alone at the top of the scoring pylon. He had been the only driver 
participating in Go Daddy's IndyCar Challenge where he and a randomly selected fan, would have been eligible 
for $2.5 million each if he won the race, starting from last place.  
An autopsy conducted on 17 October 2011 concluded that Wheldon died of blunt force trauma to the head.  
After Wheldon's death, Michael Andretti revealed that Wheldon had officially signed with Andretti Autosport 
on the morning of October 16th for a multi-year deal to replace driver Danica Patrick starting in the 2012 
season. Andretti Autosport, previously known as Andretti Green Racing, was the team with which Wheldon 
won the 2005 Indianapolis 500 and IndyCar Series Drivers' Championship. 
On 18 October, Italian manufacturer Dallara Automobili confirmed that the 2012 series car would be named 
after Wheldon in honour of his work testing the car. The name of the car was later officially announced to be 
the Dallara DW12.  
Other projects 
Dan Wheldon was a guest star in the voice cast for the TV series Hot Wheels Battle Force 5.  
On 9 August 2011, Ignite Game Technologies announced that Wheldon would assist the physics development 
for its online auto racing game, Simraceway. Wheldon commented "It was pretty obvious that Ignite was not 
looking to build just another racing game, so the opportunity to influence Simraceway's physics directly was 
pretty appealing." It later emerged Wheldon would also be playing a role in the company’s performance driving 
center at Infineon Raceway. 
Wheldon was due to drive in the V8 SupercarsGold Coast 600, co-driving with reigning champion James 
Courtney on the weekend following his accident. He was replaced by fellow Briton Darren Turner. The V8 
Supercars also held a memorial for Wheldon before their Saturday race and the "Best International Driver" 
award is named in honour of him.
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Membership 
C/O Thomas Liesner, 8849 143A Street, Surrey, BC   V3V 7P7 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________Province/State __________________Postal Code ____________ 
 
Phone No ____________________E-mail Address: _______________________________________  

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO META   or   Renew on-line by PayPal or credit card at 

   http://www.meta.bc.ca/Members/Members.htm#membership 

 
Membership cost is $20 / year – Membership year ends Dec. 31 – Note that the META newsletter is only sent via E-Mail 



ANNUAL META AWARDS NOMINATIONS 
Nominations will be accepted only from META members in good standing.  
Please submit to Joe Proud at jjproudca@yahoo.ca 
Please offer a brief explanation as to why you wish to nominate a given person for an award. 

 

The President's Award (META Member of the Year) 
Criteria: This award is presented to a member who displays exceptional contribution to the Association and the sport on and off the track. Candidates must be members 
in good standing for one full membership year and have attended at least 75% of the races as a paid-up META member.  

 
I wish to nominate ______________________________for the President's Award for the following reasons: 

____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

The META Rookie of the Year 
Criteria: The Rookie of the year must be a member in good standing in their first membership year and have attended at least 50%of the local races as a paid-up META 
member.  

 
I wish to nominate _____________________________for the Rookie of the Year for the following reasons:  

____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Non-META member  Worker of the Year 
Criteria: Must not be a META member. 

 
I wish to nominate _____________________________ for the non - META member Worker of the Year for the 
following reasons:  

____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Buzz Beley Memorial Award 
Criteria: The Buzz Beley Memorial award is presented annually to the META member who exemplifies the spirit of the Club by making the greatest contribution 
towards the goal of having fun and ensuring that all workers experience the greatest enjoyment possible from Motorsport. 
 

I wish to nominate ______________________________for the Buzz Beley Memorial Award for the following 
reasons:  

____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Nomination submitted by ______________________________ on ___/___/___. 
                     D    M    Y 


